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DATES TO REMEMBER 
11/7 – Budget Meeting @ 4:00 pm Second Floor Conference Room 
11/7 – City Council Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. Council Chambers 
11/8 – 15 – Remembering our Fallen Exhibit at the Kirksville Arts Center 
11/8 - KREDI Meeting @ 4:00 pm  
11/8 – Budget Meeting @ 4:00 pm Second Floor Conference Room 
11/9 – Planning and Zoning Meeting @ 7:00 pm  
11/10 – LMC @ 9:00 am Fire Station  
11/11 – Veterans Day – City Hall Closed 
11/11 – Veterans Day Celebration – Ruth Towne Museum @ 11:00 am 
11/14 – KDIC Annual Meeting @ 5:30 pm Sweet Expressions 
11/15 – Citizen Police Academy Grad. @ 6:30 pm - Mehegan Hall, Gutensohn Clinic 
11/20 – Make a Splash Sunday at the Aquatic Center – 1:00 pm 
11/21 – City Council Study Session @ 4:30 pm 
11/21 – City Council Meeting @ 6:00 pm 
11/22 – Council on the Radio 
11/24 and 11/25 – Thanksgiving Holiday – City Hall Closed 
12/2 - 3 – Livestock Symposium 

COUNCIL PROCEDURES 



Since you will have a long evening on Monday, we will adjourn the study session portion 
until Tuesday, November 8 at 4:00 pm. This will need to be noted before you leave the 
Study Session on Monday evening.  

BUDGET MEETING 
We will review the proposed 2012 budget document starting on Monday, November 7 at 
4:00 pm. Please note the time change. Some cuts were needed prior to submitting it to 
the City Council. I am pleased with the document and look forward to reviewing it with 
the City Council. 

MONDAY’S AGENDA  
On your agenda for Monday evening, there are resolutions for support for three housing 
projects. During your tour of Preferred Family Healthcare (PFH), it was stated that the 
funds being applied for by PFH were different than those for the housing rehabilitation 
projects. The other two projects are for renovations to existing facilities. Neither of these 
facilities serves the population group that PFH has targeted. This information was 
confirmed again on Friday morning to make sure that the support of the City Council for 
all three did not diminish the support for the PFH application.   

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
We completed interviews for Finance Director, interviewing candidates who had 
municipal experience with either CPA certification and/or years of experience as a 
Finance Director. Though we had several exceptional candidates, we were unable to 
complete the process due to our wages. I have discussed the qualifications with our 
auditor. He has stated that the individual should have an accounting degree and 
municipal experience. We did have some local candidates with degrees, none of which 
had ever worked for a City. With our financial system, it is complicated for someone with 
limited experience. We have made contact with the State Government Finance Officers 
Association and are awaiting a response. We may do a direct mail to cities across the 
state and surrounding Illinois and Iowa to find someone. 

CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY GRADUATION  
In mid-summer, the Kirksville Police Department began advertizing its first Citizens 
Police Academy. Students participated in a 13-week course to give participants a taste 
of what it takes to be a member of law enforcement from ride-alongs to active shooter 
training.  The classes were held every Tuesday evening beginning in August. The 
students participated in classroom instruction, real-world scenario training, and toured 
jail, the police station and the E911 center. The goal of the academy is to provide 
cooperative understanding through education. The graduation for this event will take 
place on Tuesday, November 15 in Mehegan Hall in the Gutensohn Clinic starting at 
6:30 pm. Members of the City Council are invited to attend. 

TOURISM BUDGET  
Included with this Newsletter is a copy of the proposed 2012 Tourism Budget. The 
budget was approved by Tourism Advisory Board on October 5th and approved by the 
Chamber board on Oct 16th.  The bylaws require that it be submitted to the City Council 



by November 1st each year.  Also, both the tourism advisory board and the Chamber 
board gave approval to use $3,620 of unrestricted reserves for the 2012 budget.  The 
Advisory Board developed a reserve policy that requires an amount equal to the 
previous year’s budget be set aside and not used. The balance of the funds can be 
used but must be budgeted. As of the end of September the Tourism Fund had over 
$250,000 available.  The use of the reserve funds, as outlined in the policy needs to be 
approved by the City Council.    

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
Included with this Newsletter is an article from the Truman website on Jedh Barker, who 
had attended Truman State University, and then served in Vietnam receiving the Medal 
of Honor. His bravery will be remembered on Veteran’s Day in a ceremony that will take 
place at the Ruth Towne Museum and Visitor Center at 11:00 am.  

REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN 
The exhibit is set to arrive next Monday, November 7. It will be open to the public from 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm each weekday and Saturday and Sunday 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. The 
exhibit will take place at the Kirksville Arts Center. The event is intended to honor those 
individuals who served in Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
Animal Control Officer, Bob Mills and Chief Hughes met with me a few weeks ago to 
discuss an animal control issue concerning possums and raccoons. Bob is called out 
regularly to assist property owners in removing these animals from their properties. He 
uses traps to capture them. We have learned, through training that Bob has taken, and 
in conversations with Missouri Department of Conservation staff that trapping these 
animals and then relocating them to other areas (we will drop them off at our landfill) is 
not the best practice. The first issue is the difference in the animals found in town 
versus those found in the country in terms of disease and tolerance to conditions. The 
second is that some animals, regardless of the time in the cage, are negatively affected 
and may cause further damage. Finally, the animals come back. The department would 
like to develop a practice that would allow them to permanently dispose of the animals 
in a humane way. If the City Council is interested in learning more about this issue, we 
could schedule a Study Session before any changes were made. 

STATE OF THE CITY 
The Chamber’s TGIF series are held in the morning and are intended to get information 
out to the public about the current state of affairs for various public sector areas. There 
are several events - State of District, State of the Judiciary, State of the County, State of 
Education, and State of the City. There has been some concern regarding the turn out 
to these events. The question that has been posed to the City is whether we would want 
to try an evening or late afternoon time, as opposed to the current time slot of 8:00 am.  
Feedback on this would be appreciated.  

USE OF SIDEWALKS 



We met with the owner of Sweet Expressions and discussed the equipment that is used 
to make the ice cream and the kettle corn. There are moving parts on the ice cream 
machine and the owner was told that she needs to remain in sight of the machine to 
prevent some curious child from touching the machine. The owner stated she had a 
screen for the kettle corn equipment. We discussed the amount of sidewalk that could 
be occupied by the equipment and screen. Upon checking the operations days later, I 
found that the screen took up too much sidewalk blocking pedestrian access. The 
owner stated that she would fix the matter. We had requested the owner name the City 
as an additional insured on the business insurance policy to minimize the City’s liability. 

COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
Staff has been working with members of the Center for Applied Statics and Evaluation 
(CASE) to start the process of conducting a needs assessment related to the 
development of a community center for Kirksville and Adair County.  CASE has 
conducted focus groups with citizens that represent four different user groups/concepts 
including Recreation Center, Senior Center, Conference Center and Community 
Partners.  The information gathered from these groups will be used to develop a survey 
instrument that will be distributed to the general public.  The survey should be ready for 
publication in early December; we hope to include information regarding the survey in 
the December Kirksville Connection.  Surveys will be accepted until February and a final 
report should be available by mid-April 2012. 

HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL 
The Parks and Recreation Department and the Adair County YMCA sponsored the 
annual Children’s Halloween Carnival on Saturday, October 29th from 2-4 pm at the 
YMCA.  There were 361 children in attendance and approximately another 150 
parents.  A great community event! 

NUTRITION EDUCATOR’S CONFERENCE 
University of Missouri Extension office in Kirksville is offering a free Nutrition Educators 
Conference here in Kirksville on December 2 at the former TCRC building.  The 
conference will feature national and international experts on multiple food topics 
including nutrition education, food safety, the food we eat and human health 
considerations.  City Staff will be assisting during the conference to help facilitate ITV 
broadcasting of the conference to other locations around the state. 

HIGHWAY 63 
During the meeting with the County Commissioners, there was some discussion 
regarding the development of land around the new roadway. Since that meeting, there 
have been a few concerns expressed about the conversation that took place between 
the City Council and the County Commissioners. The Planning and Zoning Commission 
met and discussed the creation of a CP3 zone. The Council will be discussing this in the 
near future. The development of this is an important issue to the future success of our 
community. I would encourage the Council to discuss this thoroughly before changes in 
zoning are made.  Also, work continues on finalizing the roadway, and some additional 
improvements have been made to improve safety. It is unfortunate that an accident 



occurred within hours of its opening. That individual ran the stop sign. Since then the 
biggest issue has been deer. This is not an uncommon issue along any portion of 
Highway 63 from here to Columbia and north into Iowa; people need to watch for deer. 
Also, we received a call from Senator Munslinger’s office concerning the speed of this 
roadway. This is a state highway with limited access.  

CAPITAL EVENTS 
The Kirksville Day at the Capital event has been scheduled for February 22. This is the 
annual event used to promote Kirksville. It is a partnership with the Chamber of 
Commerce, ATSU, TSU, KREDI, MREIC, County and City. This event costs the City 
approximately $500 in cash contribution, plus time for those individuals who attend. In 
the past, it has been members of the City Council and the City Manager. In addition to 
this event, a group of individuals representing Northeast Missouri have been working on 
organizing a Northeast Missouri Day at the State Capital. The event will take place on 
Monday, February 13th, where the communities of Northeast Missouri will join together 
in a regional effort to present the issues and concerns of our area.  Kirksville is being 
asked to participate in this event. The cost of sponsorship is $300 to the event fund. 
This will give us a booth at the evening event to showcase our community.  The 
committee is also asking that we have someone staff the booth to allow for interaction 
with legislators and staff. They have suggested that we have 250 gift items to use as 
prizes/giveaways.   
 
Attachments 
 Building Permits for October 
 Tourism Budget 
 Veteran’s Day Celebration – honoring Jedh Colby Barker 
 Northeast Missouri Day at the State Capital 
 Kirk$ville Ca$h  
 Representative Wyatt’s Ribbon Cutting Event 
 Website Analytics 
 Kirksville Connection 
  
  
  



NEW CONSTRUCTION PERMITS FOR OCTOBER 
 
The following is a listing of new construction in Kirksville for the period October 1, 2011 
through October 31, 2011:              
 
Date:  October 14, 2011   Date:  October 31, 2011   
Owner: Pat Foglesong   Owner: High Hope Employ Serv.  
Use:  Single Family   Use:  Commercial - Addition 
Address: 306 Cape Coral Circle  Address: 906 E. Shepherd Ave. 
Permit No.: 7551     Permit No.: 7561 
Const. Co.: John Boyer Construction  Const. Co.:  Marc Curtis 
  



 
  



Source: http://giving.truman.edu/News/MedalOfHonor.asp. Retrieved 11/06/11. 

Honoring Exceptional Valor 

Oct. 2011―Jedh Colby Barker, a brave young man 
from Park Ridge, N.J., who holds a distinguished place 
in American history, will be honored at the Veterans Day 
Ceremony being held at the Ruth W. Towne Museum 
and Visitors Center at 11 a.m. on the Truman State 
University campus on Nov. 11, 2011.  
 
At the age of 22, Jedh Colby Barker gave his last full 
measure of devotion as a Marine when he sacrificed his 
own life to save his fellow Marines during the Vietnam 
War. In 1969, two years after his death, Jedh was 
recognized as a true American hero when he was 
named as a recipient of the Medal of Honor, the highest 
award that can be bestowed upon a United States 
citizen. To date, only 3,458 recipients have been 
awarded the Medal of Honor, and Jedh is the only 
former Truman student named among the venerable list. 
A new bronze statue entitled “The Purple Heart” will be 
unveiled at the Veteran’s Day Ceremony to commemorate Jedh and all the other former students 
who are serving or have served in the military. 
 
Born in Franklin, N.H., in 1945, Jedh attended high school in Park Ridge, N.J., where he excelled in 
sports and served as captain of the football and baseball teams. In the mid-1960s, he attended 
Fairleigh Dickinson University and Truman State University. While attending Truman, Jedh, who has 
been described as a fun-loving person with an infectious laugh, was a member of the Bulldog 
football team led by Coach Maurice “Red” Wade, one of the school’s legendary coaches. The team 
photo in the 1966 Echo yearbook shows Jedh as a determined-looking young man in jersey number 
nine who looks like he’s ready to take on the world. 
 
By May of 1966, the year Jedh left Truman to enlist in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, the spirit of 
Semper Fi was firmly embedded in the Barker family. Both Jedh’s father, George C. Barker, and 
Jedh’s brother Warren were proud to wear the Marine uniform, and each had made the Marines a 
career. Even the unique spelling of Jedh’s name symbolizes the Marines as each letter represents 
the first name of four fellow Marines that his father had served with in World II—John, Ezekial, 
Donald and Herbert. 
 
Jedh became a member of the Special Volunteer Reserve, 1st Marine Corps District, New York, 
New York, until discharged to enlist in the regular Marine Corps. He arrived in South Vietnam in 
March of 1967, and having been promoted to the rank of lance corporal, was serving as a machine 
gunner with Company F, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, 3rd Marine Division. It was during a 
reconnaissance operation in September 1967, near Con Thien that Jedh demonstrated exceptional 
valor that went far above and beyond the call of duty when his squad was attacked by the enemy. 
Jedh's immense courage and sacrifice are described in the citation for his Medal of Honor: 
 

Although wounded by the initial burst of fire, Corporal Barker boldly remained in the open, delivering a 
devastating volume of accurate fire on the numerically superior force. The enemy was intent upon 
annihilating the small Marine force and, realizing that Corporal Barker was a threat to their position, 
directed the preponderance of their fire on his position. He was again wounded, this time in the right 
hand, which prevented him from operating his vitally needed machine gun. Suddenly, and without 
warning, an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the few surviving Marines. Unhesitatingly and with 
complete disregard for his own personal safety, Corporal Barker threw himself upon the deadly 

  
Medal of Honor Recipient  
Jedh Barker  



grenade, absorbing with his own body the full and tremendous force of the explosion. In a final act of 
bravery, he crawled to the side of a wounded comrade and administered first aid before succumbing 
to his grievous wounds. 

 
In 1969 in a White House ceremony, the Barker family was presented with Jedh’s Medal of Honor 
creating a legacy for Jedh’s courage and patriotism. In addition to the distinguished Medal of Honor, 
a number of memorials served as a tribute to Jedh’s memory. After his death, the then-Pascack 
Valley American Legion Post 153 in Park Ridge renamed the post to the Cpl. Jedh C. Barker 
Memorial American Legion Post 153, and a street in Park Ridge is named after him. Jedh’s name is 
also found among those engraved on the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, D.C., and on the 
New Jersey Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Holmdel. Jedh’s name also appears on a bronze plaque 
on the Truman campus that lists former students of the University who gave their lives in the 
Vietnam War. In 1976, the Marine Corps named a new building located at Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, Va., in Jedh’s honor, and today, Barker Hall stands as yet another noble reminder of the 
courageous Marine who gave his life for his country. 
 
Jedh Barker’s life may have been short, but the heroism of this outstanding Marine will always hold 
a place of honor in our nation's history. 

 
  



 

 
 



 
  



  



 

October 31, 2011 
 
Board of Directors, Ambassadors, 
and Community Supporters:  
 
Please join us for a ribbon cutting to 
celebrate the opening of  
 

Representative Zach 
Wyatt’s District Office 

119 E Washington 
Kirksville, MO 63501 
November 10, 2011     

5 pm 
 
 

Join Representative Wyatt and 
Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer in 
celebration of the opening of Wyatt’s 

local district office.   
 



 
 

You’ve received the gift of choice! 
 

Kirk$ville Ca$h is the gift check program offered exclusively by the Kirksville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. As a recipient of this check, you’ve been given the 
gift of choice! This check works as a gift card would, but allows you to spend the 
money as you please. Enclosed you will find a list of Chamber Business, each of 
which accept Kirk$ville Ca$h as a form of payment. With members offering 
utilities, groceries, medical care, services and so much more, your options are 
limitless. 
 
 Best of all – know that when you spend this gift check, you are playing a direct 
part in supporting our community’s economy by keeping those dollars local.  
 
These checks are not intended to be written out toward individuals and cannot be 
redeemed for cash. When spending Kirk$ville Ca$h, please fill out the name of the 
business where the check is spent in the “Pay to the Order of” line. This helps the 
Chamber track the true benefit of these checks, by making record of where they are 
utilized. Please make note that these checks expire after 180 days.  
 
The Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce is proud to offer this service to you as 
a consumer and to our member businesses. We encourage you to promote this 
program within the community by spending these checks. If at any time you have 
questions about using the program or would like to purchase additional gift checks, 
please contact our office at 660-665-3766.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



WEBSITE ANALYTICS – for month of October 
 
 

 

 



  



 

 


