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DATES TO REMEMBER 
6/30 – Movie in the Park - Jumangi on Sat. June 30 at the Amphitheatre at Dusk 
7/01 – 7/04 – Red, White and Blue Festival 
7/02 – City Council Study Session – 4:30 pm 
7/02 – City Council Meeting – 6 pm 
7/03 – Governor Nixon bill signing at Broyles Transfer and Storage – 11:00 am 
7/03 – Lunch with ATSU President (Detweiler and Russell) – 11:30 am 
7/04 – Holiday City Hall Closed 
7/05 – No Municipal Court 
7/10 – ATC – noon 
7/10 – KREDI – 4:00 pm 
7/11 – KHPC – 4:00 pm 
7/16 – FAA Inspection Airport (all day) 

CAUTION ADVISED DUE TO DRY CONDITIONS 
The Fire Chief has issued a press release asking citizens to take caution during this 
Fourth of July period with the corresponding drought conditions. In Kirksville, citizens 
must obtain a burn permit prior to burning. However, with the 4th of July Holiday, City 
Ordinances also allow for the shooting of fireworks from 9 am to 11 pm from June 30th 
to July 5th. At this time, the Fire Chief has not issued a burn ban. The Council may want 
to discuss this on Monday, as the cities of LaPlata, Macon and Chillicothe have issued 
bans but neither Macon or Livingston County have issued bans.   

SPECIAL EVENTS APPROVED FOR JULY 
The following is a list of Special Events approved for the month of July. 



July 1 to July 4 – Red, White, and Blue Festival 
July 15 – Worship in Rotary Park with First United Methodist Church 
July 15 – Church Picnic at Jaycee Park with First Baptist Church 
July 19 – Twilight Run sponsored by Thompson Campus Center and YMCA 
July 21-22 – South Central Bass Club Tournaments 

HEALTHCARE REFORM 
On Thursday, June 28, the Supreme Court upheld the Health Care Reform passed by 
the Obama Administration.  There will be no initial impact on the City of Kirksville.  We 
have already implemented several provisions of the Health Care Reform into the City’s 
Health plan (e.g., removal of maximum claims liability, preventive care is paid at 100%, 
dependents are now covered until age 26 and pre-existing conditions are no longer a 
provision of our plan).  The long term impact is anyone’s guess.  Certainly if the majority 
of Americans are insured medical premiums should go down because existing medical 
plans pay for the uninsured through higher medical costs which results in higher 
premiums.  Each state will be required to establish an Exchange (a pool of providers for 
the uninsured).  Missouri is one of many states still challenging the law.  The Affordable 
Care Act language is very confusing and before all aspects of the laws are implemented 
I believe many provisions will be modified by the legislators.   

BUSINESS ANNIVERSARIES 
Two businesses in Kirksville are celebrating their 35 years of service in Kirksville during 
July.  Congratulations cards are being mailed to Sieren’s Palace and the Wal-Mart 
Supercenter. 

STREET WORK 
The City has requested that citizens take caution and reduce traffic speed in the area of 
Normal Avenue from Baltimore to Stanford Street as construction work takes place.  
Normal Avenue from Stanford Street to Cottage Grove will remain closed through July 
3rd. 

CIVIAL WAR VETERANS MARKERS 
After months of working on obtaining military records for two Civil War veterans – 
George Wall Smith and Isham Dodson, applications were made to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in Nashville, Tennessee for Civil War markers.  Mr. Smith’s grave was 
unmarked, and Mr. Dodson’s existing stone was deteriorated.  Our applications were 
approved and the markers were delivered this week.  Both will be installed by the Sons 
of the Union Veterans this Saturday.  This group is also covering the costs to set the stones. 
The stones will be set in time for the Battle of Kirksville event when both veterans will be 
portrayed at their locations in the Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery.  Two years ago, two 
markers were received and placed at the unmarked graves of Jacob Sholley, a Civil 
War veteran and his wife, Sitha, an Army nurse.  We are continuing to work toward 
applying for additional markers for those graves of veterans that are unmarked, or to 
replace those deteriorated markers. 
 
 



CHILDREN IN NATURE PROGRAM 
The Parks and Recreation Department has submitted an application to the State of 
Missouri’s “Children in Nature Program”. This program is intended to encourage 
children to get out and enjoy nature.  By cconnecting children to nature it helps foster a 
lifelong appreciation of the plants and animals, and can make children better future 
stewards of our natural resources. It is also a way to encourage healthy activities. 
Interested communities needed to determine their eligibility for the Children in Nature 
distinction by completing an assessment and documenting the accomplishments of the 
community. To receive the designation, a community had to obtain 100 points. We were 
notified that we have been selected as a Children in Nature community. This means that 
we will receive a 24 x 30 inch roadside sign to display and our efforts will be highlighted 
on the Children in Nature website.  

COMMUNICATIONS TOWER 
T-Mobile has had a crew working for the past few weeks installing the new tower. They 
are reading to remove the old tower. Staff has been exploring ideas for the disposal of 
the old tower. Scrap value has been estimated at $375-400.  T-Mobile is not interested 
in purchasing the tower.  The big companies use only new towers.  We have learned 
that maybe smaller government entities may be interested.  Kurt Bleich, from Command 
1, who completed our radio upgrade, says that his county may be interested in it for the 
Emergency Operations Center.  We have also learned that Sheriff Hardwick is 
interested in the old tower and would like the Council to consider gifting the tower for 
use in the county to provide better radio service in the western part of the county. 

SECONDARY DRIVEWAYS 
Today, City ordinance allows people to construct secondary driveways to their 
properties. The primary access has to be hard surfaced but the secondary does not and 
can be gravel. The issue with the gravel is the loose rock that gets into the street. It is 
both a maintenance issue and a safety issue.  There are also issues with loose gravel 
for cyclist. Would the Council be willing to consider a change in the ordinance that 
would require, at a minimum, that the approach be hard surfaced? Again, this is not for 
the primary drive but for a secondary drive.  Current requirement: Once the required two 
hard surface parking spots are done, and a hard surface driveway connecting them to 
the street is complete, that is all that is required.  Any additional drives or parking can be 
something other than hard-surfaced. 

UPCOMING TRAINING 
The City Manager will be attending a portion of the MIRMA’s (our risk provider) annual 
meeting this year. Included with this Newsletter is a summary of the conference. The 
City Manager will be attending the first day of the conference. She will also be attending 
the Missouri Foundation for Health training in October to enhance techniques in working 
with and educating legislators. 

HOME SERVE 
A week ago, we received a letter from a company called Home Serve. This company 
sends solicitation letters to property owners offering their insurance program for water 



lines.  We believe a similar letter was sent in previous years. The letters generated a lot 
of calls to city hall a few years ago, and we expect this letter to do the same. The 
citizens had thought they were being directed to buy this insurance. The insurance is 
supposedly for the homeowners to protect their lateral water line that connects to the 
City main.  The City has no affiliation with this company and the insurance is not a 
requirement of any City ordinance.  The letter sent to the City is included in this packet. 

SALVATION ARMY LEADERSHIP 
As we say goodbye to Major Elmer Trapp and his wife from the Salvation Army, we are 
welcoming incoming officers Lieutenants Brian and Melissa Bump. They will arrive in 
Kirksville on July 3. 

KREDI COMMITTEE 
Carolyn Chrisman is looking for a group of individuals who would work on a local 
business expansion and retention committee. Some of the ideas she has included 
looking at ways to reduce the costs for long haul trucking, training opportunities, and rail 
service. Would a member of the City Council like to be considered for this committee 
she is looking for people with ideas, vision and commitment to working to accomplish 
established goals. 
 
Attachments 
 Dry Conditions Press Release 
 MIRMA Annual Meeting Information 
 MIRMA Letter on Firearms Training 
 Home Serve Letter 
 Letter from Jack Magruder 
 Fuel Usage – first 6 months 
 Veolia Holiday Schedule 
 Humane Society Report 
 Flyer - Free Pesticide Drop Off 
 Ribbon Cutting Events 
  



 
 
For Immediate Release For More Information       Contact:  

Rick Anderson 
June 28, 2012       Assistant Fire Chief 
        (660) 665-3734 
 
DRY WEATHER INTENSIFIES OUTDOOR FIRE HAZARD 

 
(Kirksville, MO) –The hot dry weather can lead to an increase in outdoor fires of all 
types. A lack of rain has dried out yards, wooded areas, highway right-of-ways, wooden 
roofs and outdoor structures to the point of being very easily ignited even by the 
smallest of sparks.  
 
Area residents are urged to be especially aware of the dangers posed by barbeques, 
vehicles, lawnmowers, fireworks, and smoking materials. Under the current conditions a 
small fire can quickly get out of control and spread to other areas. The following tips can 
help reduce the incidence of outdoor fires.  
 
General Tips 
 

 Never leave barbeques or other outdoor cooking appliances unattended.  
 

 Make sure outdoor cookers are in good repair and have a metal drip pan underneath to catch 
fallen embers or hot grease.  
 

 Park on paved surfaces because exhaust systems on vehicles can easily ignite dry grass.  
 
Clear away grass that collects around lawnmower engines because worn out lawnmower 
mufflers can emit sparks  
 

 Allow your lawn mower to cool before refueling. Gasoline produces more vapors that are 
ignitable. 

 
 
Fire Works 

To help consumers use fireworks more safely, the following are some 
recommendations: 

 Do not allow young children to play with fireworks under any circumstances. 
Sparklers, considered by many the ideal "safe" firework for the young, burn at 



very high temperatures and can easily ignite clothing. Children cannot 
understand the danger involved and cannot act appropriately in case of 
emergency. 

 Older children should only be permitted to use fireworks under close adult 
supervision. Do not allow any running or horseplay. 

 Light fireworks outdoors in a clear area away from houses, dry leaves or grass 
and flammable materials. 

 Keep a bucket of water nearby for emergencies and for pouring on fireworks that 
don't go off. 

 Do not try to relight or handle malfunctioning fireworks. Douse and soak them 
with water and throw them away. 

 Be sure other people are out of range before lighting fireworks. 

 Never ignite fireworks in a container, especially a glass or metal container. 

 Keep unused fireworks away from firing areas. 

 Store fireworks in a dry, cool place. Check instructions for special storage 
directions. 

 Observe local laws. 

 Never have any portion of your body directly over a firework while lighting. 

 Don't experiment with homemade fireworks. 
 

 Call 911 in the event of an emergency 

  



 
MIRMA ANNUAL MEETING

 
  





 

 
  





 

 





 



 
 
 
  



 



 
Please join us for a ribbon cutting to celebrate the new 
location of:   
 

Adair County  
Democratic Headquarters  
211 East Jefferson Street 

Kirksville, MO 63501 
July 2, 2012  12:15 pm 

and 

D&Js Enterprises 
810 N Green Street 

Kirksville, MO 63501 
July 13, 2012  10 am 

 
D&J’s has moved in with Baker Sign and Graphics! 
Help them celebrate their move and wish Janet 
Waybill well as she retires!  
An open house will follow. 


