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DATES TO REMEMBER  
10/30 – Mark Twain Transmission Project Community Rep. Forum – 11:30 am to 1 pm, 

Fellowship Baptist Church. 
10/30 – Mark Twain Transmission Project Open House – 4 pm to 7 pm, Fellowship 

Baptist Church 
10/31 – Downtown Trick or Treating – 4 pm to 6 pm 
11/3 – City Council Study Session – 4:30 pm; Council Regular Meeting – 6 pm 
11/4 – General Election 
11/4 – Governmental Affairs Committee meeting – 7:30 am 
11/5 – Tourism Advisory Board meeting – 8 am 
11/6 – Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Oasis House of Jesus – 11:30 am 
11/6 – TGIF State of Education Address – 11:30 am 
11/7 – Opening Exhibit for “An Artist Goes To War” – 5:30 pm, Kirksville Arts Center 
11/11 – Veterans Day Holiday – City Hall closed 
11/17 – City Council Study Session – 4:30 pm; Council Regular Meeting – 6 pm 
11/27 – Thanksgiving Day – City Hall closed 
11/28 – Floating Holiday (Black Friday) – City Hall closed 



WORK SESSION WITH KIRKSVILLE R-III SCHOOL BOARD 
Monday, October 27, the Council met with the Kirksville R-III School Board for a 
biannual work session. The group discussed several items including: update on the 
Safe Routes to School Walking School Bus; the satisfaction of the school district on the 
use of the fields and North Park and a brief discussion noting the City’s willingness to 
extend our agreement beyond five years and the School appreciative of the offer; 
discussed traffic around school campus and the efforts the police department has been 
making to address a speeding issue; discussed the City possibly being able to meet 
with students to discuss fire safety and building code issues with high school students. 

MARK TWAIN TRANSMISSION PROJECT: FORUM AND OPEN HOUSE 
Ameren Transmission Company of Illinois (ATXI) is planning to build a 345,000-volt 
transmission line in Northeast Missouri along with a new substation near Kirksville. 
Known as the Mark Twain Transmission Project, it consists of two transmission line 
segments (Palmyra to Kirksville and Kirksville to the Iowa border) totaling approximately 
100 miles. Thursday, October 30, Ameren will be holding both a Community 
Representatives Forum from 11:30 am to 1 pm and an Open House from 4 pm to 7 pm, 
both at Fellowship Baptist Church. In addition, a county resident has expressed concern 
to a member of the Council (which was then communicated to City staff) about the 
project and asked the Council to oppose Ameren’s use of eminent domain. For more 
information regarding the Mark Twain Transmission Project, as well as a copy of the 
letter from the citizen who has expressed concern, please see the attachments to this 
Newsletter. A report from those Council members who attend the meeting will be 
expected on Monday. 

MARK TWAIN TRANSMISSION PROJECT: EMINENT DOMAIN AND TAXES 
City staff have concerns regarding the eminent domain aspect of the Mark Twain 
Transmission Project, as well as the issue of taxation. Ameren has been contacted and 
will be sending the City a formal response. Until that time, Ameren has stated that it 
may be a year before there is a final response regarding whether or not the use tax 
would apply to the Project and how, in their opinion, the line would be assessed for 
taxes. City staff will update the Council as more information becomes available. 

AMEREN MISSOURI TREE TRIMMING 
Ameren Missouri has notified City staff that they intend to begin trimming trees in the 
City, a process that could potentially interfere with electric service. All Ameren Missouri 
customers will receive notification prior to the start of their work, which will take several 
months to complete. Regarding trees owned by the City, Ameren Missouri has 
established a Municipal Tree Replacement Program to remove trees that require 
ongoing, constant pruning and replacing them with lower growing utility-friendly trees. 
City staff will work with Ameren Missouri on the Municipal Tree Replacement Program 
and update the Council as the program moves forward. Please see the letter from 
Ameren Missouri regarding tree trimming attached to this Newsletter. 



DOWNTOWN TRICK OR TREATING 
The Kirksville Downtown Improvement Committee (KDIC) has organized a Downtown 
Trick or Treat for Halloween on Friday, October 31 from 4 pm to 6 pm. A total of fifteen 
downtown businesses are participating, including City Hall, and will be passing out 
candy to children during the time above. Lime green flyers will be on the doors of those 
businesses participating in the event. The candy distributed at City Hall will be donated 
and not paid for by the City. 

OPENING EXHIBIT FOR “AN ARTIST GOES TO WAR” 
The Kirksville Arts Association will be hosting an opening exhibit for “An Artist Goes To 
War” on Friday, November 7, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at the Kirksville Arts Center. 
Artist Bernard Pelin designed some of the most iconic propaganda posters of World 
War II, and his work will be on display for this exhibit. This exhibit is the first 
retrospective of his work as a war artist. For more information, please see the invitation 
attached to this Newsletter. 

ADAIR COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY TASK FORCE UPDATE 
City staff and Council member Russell have continued to meet with the Adair County 
Humane Society (ACHS) and the committee that was formed as a requirement for 
receiving additional financial support from the City for 2014. Progress has been made 
with the ACHS, such as working with the Adair County Commission and other pet-
related organizations in Kirksville and Adair County. Despite this, some members of the 
ACHS Board are increasingly reluctant to participate. A formal letter was sent to City 
staff expressing the ACHS’s concerns. As a reminder, the City provides the ACHS with 
$27,000 annually to take stray dogs and cats from the Police Department’s Animal 
Control Officer. The City also recently provided $9,000 with the stipulation that the Adair 
County Humane Society Task Force be formed to address long-term concerns with the 
ACHS, such as fundraising, branding, etc. Additionally, the City has provided the land 
used by the ACHS for their facility. For additional information, please see the copy of 
the formal letter sent to City staff, along with the September ACHS Report, attached to 
this Newsletter. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PARKING LOT CONSULTATION 
The Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce recently requested the assistance of City 
staff in addressing water drainage issues with the Chamber’s parking lot on the North 
side of their office. Both the Codes Department and Engineering Division reviewed the 
situation. They reported their suggestion to both the Chamber and the owner of the 
building. The best suggestion involved replacing the eve trough along the North side of 
the building with a larger one and eliminating the periodic down spouts that release 
water onto the sidewalk and create ice during the winter months. This would instead 
drain the water into the alley to the West of the building. The owner is currently 
considering the proposal. Please see a “Thank You” note from Chamber Executive 
Director Sandra Williams for the City’s efforts attached to this Newsletter. 



TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES GRANT UPDATE 
The City is currently in the process of applying for a Transportation Alternatives (TAP) 
grant through the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT). If awarded, this 
grant would allow the City to construct sidewalks to further connect our existing 
sidewalk / hike / bike / trail system. The application, and the proposed route, is evolving. 
City staff will update the Council as the grant application process moves forward. 

WATER TASK FORCE MONTHLY COMPLIANCE REPORTING 
In light of the untimely death of the City’s Water Treatment Supervisor, Brian Carter, 
City staff want to inform the Council that reporting requirements with the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is up-to-date and compliant. This reporting 
involves completing forms regarding water turbidity and microbiological analysis. Recent 
issues with the Water Treatment Plant are being addressed by Public Works 
Department staff in the absence of a Water Treatment Supervisor. We are in the 
process of recruiting for a Class A operator to serve as the supervisor. 

CONCRETE TRUCK WASH OUT REGULATIONS 
City staff have received complaints in the past about concrete trucks being washed out 
in areas they should not have been, such as dead-end streets, sparsely populated 
areas of town, etc. Additionally, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
regulates where a concrete truck can be washed out in order to avoid polluting the 
state’s waterways. City staff recently received a fax from a local concrete company 
informing their customers of their intention to comply with these regulations. Please see 
the fax from Kirksville Ready Mix attached to this Newsletter. 

SPRINGBROOK UNIVERSITY TRAINING 
City staff will be upgrading the Finance Department’s finance software platform, 
Springbrook. Because the upgrade will involve an entirely new version of the 
Springbrook software, free training videos through Springbrook University are being 
acquired through the Finance Department to adequately train City staff on using the 
new software. These training videos will be completed sometime between now and 
March 5, 2015, or the end of the data migration period. 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETING LOCATION 
For many years the local Narcotics Anonymous (NA) chapter met in the basement of 
the City’s Economic Development Alliance (EDA) building. In anticipation of the 
MREIC/SBTDC Small Business Incubator, to be located in the EDA, NA was asked to 
find another meeting location. NA ultimately moved their meetings to the Presbyterian 
Church. NA is now looking for another location as some of the attendees would like to 
move for personal reasons. City staff is currently assisting NA in an attempt to find an 
alternative meeting location for the organization as well as determining a timeline for the 
opening of the Small Business Incubator. NA would prefer to keep their meeting location 
in the Downtown area. 



BIG BAM UPDATE 
With the approval of the Council, City staff signed the Letter of Agreement between 
Missouri Life Media and the City in order to move forward with making Kirksville an 
overnight stop for June 25, 2015 for the Big BAM (Bicycle Across Missouri). The Letter 
of Agreement was sent to, and received by, Missouri Life Media. Missouri Life Media will 
immediately begin promoting the event, which features the participation of the City. City 
staff, along with the Department of Tourism, will continue to work with the organizers of 
the event and update the Council as work on the Big BAM progresses. 

LPRC REVIEW OF ORDINANCE 19-72 
Ordinance 19-72, dealing with the Dealer / Mechanic Usage Fee at Forrest Lake, was 
reviewed by the Lakes, Parks and Recreation Commission during their October 
meeting. This request was brought before the Commission via the Police Department 
from David Coy of Coy’s Boatworks. The Commission was asked to change the time 
allowed to test-drive a boat on Forrest Lake from two hours to an indeterminate, but 
longer, period of time. After discussing the ordinance, the Commission voted 
unanimously to recommend the ordinance not be changed. 

ADOPT-A-CHILD PROGRAM 
The Fire Department is once again sponsoring the Adopt-A-Child Program in 
conjunction with the Salvation Army and KTUF Radio this Christmas season. The 
program is designed to provide a special Christmas gift for over five hundred area 
children in Adair County who may not otherwise receive a gift. The Salvation Army 
screens children and their families to ensure they meet income guidelines. The gifts are 
purchased by those who “adopt” the child. For more information, please see the Adopt-
A-Child brochure attached to this Newsletter. 

PERSONNEL UPDATE 
The Human Resources Department has expanded its search for a Deputy Fire Chief for 
the Fire Department and will be interviewing again on November 3. Further, Aaron 
Pippen was offered a Reserve position. Within the Public Works Department, Matt 
Ledford has accepted the position of Mechanic. Additionally, the City is posting for 
Maintenance Worker at the Water Treatment Plant and Street Maintenance Worker 
(vacated by Corey Butler) and two Street Equipment Operator positions (vacated by 
Matt Ledford and Chuck McKim).  Lastly, we are searching for a Water Treatment Plant 
Superintendent due to the unexpected death of Brian Carter. For Adair County Joint 
Service E-911 Center the City is advertising for a part-time communications operator. 
The annual employee meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2014 at the Downtown 
Cinema 8 from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm. City offices will be closed during this time. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
During 2014, two locations in the City were placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Those two locations are the home of Drs. George and Blanche Laughlin, 
located at 706 Halliburton St., and the Sojourners Club, located at 211 South Elson St. 
The official letters from the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and 



certificates designating them as such were received on October 27. Please see the 
official certificates attached to this Newsletter. 

GFOA DISTINGUISHED BUDGET PRESENTATION AWARD 
The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada 
awarded the City the GFOA's Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for its 2013 
budget. In order to receive the budget award, the City had to satisfy nationally 
recognized guidelines for effective budget presentation. These guidelines are designed 
to assess how well an entity's budget serves as a policy document, a financial plan, an 
operations guide, and a communications device. Budget documents must be rated 
"proficient" in all four categories, and the fourteen mandatory criteria within those 
categories. Please see the official press release announcing the award attached to this 
Newsletter. 

KVYP “5 UNDER 40” AWARD NOMINEE 
Beginning in 2011, the Kirksville Young Professionals (KVYP), in conjunction with KTVO 
Television, have awarded the “5 Under 40” award to five young professionals in 
Kirksville under the age of 40 who have demonstrated a commitment to personal and 
professional development and community service. This year, the City’s Community 
Services Coordinator Sarah Halstead has been nominated to receive the award. The 
winners will be announced at the KVYP “5 Under 40” Award Ceremony and Fall 
Banquet on Thursday, November 13. 

PROPOSED EVENT AT NORTH PARK FOR 2015 
During the October 20 Council Study Session, the topic of alcohol at North Park was 
broached in the context of a softball fundraiser to raise funds for Honor Flights for 
United States military veterans. Prior to this Study Session, the Council last discussed 
the issue in relation to the overall usage of parks during the April 7, 2014 Study 
Session. In light of the April 7 Study Session, wherein the Council directed City staff to 
increase usage of City parks, and in light of the October 20 Study Session, wherein the 
Council expressed their openness to allowing the sale and consumption of alcohol at 
North Park for special events, City staff will be further investigating the softball 
fundraiser to raise funds for Honor Flights for United States military veterans. City staff 
will update the Council as the investigation continues. 
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October 4, 2014 
 
 
 
The following is a listing of new construction in Kirksville for the period September 1, 
2014 through September 30, 2014:              
 
Date:  September 2, 2014   Date:  September 2, 2014 
  
Owner: Jay & Vicki Benson   Owner: WAT Investments 
Use:  Single Family   Use:  6-Plex 
Address: 520 S. First    Address: 402 W. Michigan, Apts. 
#1-6 
Permit No.: 8140     Permit No.: 8141 
Const. Co.: Hays Construction   Const. Co.:  Gordon & Motter 
Construction 
 
Date:  September 8, 2014   Date:  September 9, 2014 
  
Owner: Mitch Welte    Owner:  Robert Wood 
Use:  Shed     Use:  S/F - Addition 
Address: 801 N. Boundary   Address: 713 W. Hamilton  
Permit No.: 8146     Permit No.: 8147 
Const. Co.: Self     Const. Co.:  Self 
  
Date:  September 23, 2014  Date:  September 30, 2014
  
Owner: U.S. Cellular     Owner: John Gillum  
Use:  Commercial    Use:  Garage 
Address: 2100 N. Baltimore   Address: 16 Shannon Lane 
Permit No.: 8155     Permit No.: 8159   
Const. Co.: Central MO Excavators  Const. Co.: Lancaster Lumber 
 


