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KIRKSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER . . . 

Mari E. Macomber, City Manager 
October 28, 2015 
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CEMETERY SCAVENGER HUNT 

The City’s Friends of Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery Committee will be holding a Cemetery 
Scavenger Hunt from October 26 to November 1, 2015, in Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery to 
raise funds for a perimeter fence at the cemetery. The price is $5.00 for an adult card, or 
$3.00 for a child card. Cards may be purchased at the Aquatic Center. All cards must be 
turned in by November 2, 2015, to be eligible for a drawing to win Kirksville Cash. Please 
see the flyer for the event included with this Newsletter. 

JOB FAIR 

Northeast Missouri’s largest job fair will take place Thursday, October 29, 2015, at the 
NEMO Fairgrounds, from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Are job seekers are encouraged to attend 
and meet with hiring staff from numerous area employers in all types of industries and 
complete applications on-site. The event is sponsored by the Kirksville Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Missouri Job Center, Kirksville Regional Economic Development Inc. (K-
REDI), the Missouri Employer Committee (MEC), and the Missouri Department of 
Economic Development’s Division of Workforce Development. The event also recognizes 
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the Show-Me Heroes Program and veterans are strongly encouraged to attend. Please 
see the flyer for this event attached to this Newsletter. 

HOWL-O-WEEN SPOOKTACULAR 

The Dog Park Committee, in partnership with the City, will be holding a “Howl-o-ween 
Spooktacular!” at McKinney Bark Park on Saturday, October 31, from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm to raise funds for continued improvements at the park! There will be a doggie costume 
contest, doggie and doggie’s best friend look-alike costume contest, and a raffle to have 
your name placed on the Memorial Wall to be located at the park. Local dog-friendly 
vendors have been invited to participate and have treats available for the dogs to trick-
or-treat with their best friends. The cost is $10 at the gate and all are encouraged to 
attend! Please see the flyer for the event attached to this Newsletter. 

NORTHEAST COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP HUNGER BANQUET 

The Northeast Community Action Partnership will be holding a Hunger Banquet on 
Thursday, November 5, 2015, from 6 pm to 8 pm at the Newman Campus Center. The 
event is intended to be an interactive meal that explores the dynamics of hunger and 
poverty in our community. Those interested in attending are asked to call 660-217-3363 
and RSVP ASAP. Please see a flyer for the event attached to this Newsletter. 

ANNUAL ADOPT-A-CHILD CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

The Fire Department, the Salvation Army, and KTUF radio are once again holding the 
Annual Adopt-A-Child Christmas Program on Wednesday, December 9, 2015, at 6:00 
pm, in the Multi-Purpose Building at the NEMO Fairgrounds. This event has provided gifts 
to less fortunate children in Adair County since 1985. The Council is invited and 
encouraged to attend this event. 

CARL R. BALDWIN MEMORIAL CROSSING UPDATE 

Work is moving forward on the Carl R. Baldwin Memorial Crossing in Rotary Park. The 
Rotary Club of Kirksville is paying the City $5,440 to begin the project. Once the check is 
received, City staff will direct the contractor for the project to begin construction. As a 
reminder, the City committed to match up to and no more than $6,000 for the project. The 
Rotary Club of Kirksville will be paying the difference in the cost of the project over 
$12,000. City staff will update the Council as work progresses. 

INCIDENT ON BALTIMORE STREET 

An incident occurred earlier this month on Baltimore Street heading south near the 
intersection of Baltimore Street and Normal Avenue. A driver’s tire fell into the eroded 
area next to the curb which “shredded” the rim and blew out the tire. City staff have notified 
MoDOT of the incident and continued to impress upon them the importance of addressing 
the condition of Baltimore Street. MoDOT stated at the time that they have a plan to 
address these issues on Baltimore Street. Please see a photograph of the tire and rim 
that was damaged attached to this Newsletter. City staff will update the Council as the 
conversation with MoDOT continues. 
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SURVEY TO MEASURE ENTREPRENEURIAL CLIMATE 

The Northeast Regional Planning Commission (NEMORPC), in partnership with 
Southeast Missouri State University, is conducting a survey to continue their evaluation 
of the entrepreneurial climate in Northeast Missouri. If you have not done so already, 
please consider completing the survey at the following link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NEMORPCentrepreneurshipsurvey  

POTENTIAL LEGACY PARK SUBDIVISION 

A local contractor is moving forward in working with engineers to complete plans for a 
new subdivision on Lincoln Road tentatively named “Legacy Park.” At this time the Codes 
and Planning Department have not received any plans for this potential development. City 
staff will update the Council if and when plans are submitted for this potential new 
subdivision. 

FREEDOM OF THE ROAD RIDERS 

The City’s Police Department ceased providing escort services for funerals and in doing 
so also stopped escorting the Freedom of the Road Riders (F.O.R.R.) as they rode 
through town for their annual toy run. After much discussion and evaluation and 
consultation with our City Attorney, it did not seem that allowing the F.O.R.R. to conduct 
their toy run without an escort, knowing that they might not follow all of the rules of the 
road to get their procession through all the stop lights on Baltimore was in our best 
interest. The Police Department will be providing the escort, and in doing so will also be 
blocking intersections of Baltimore and other roadways to make sure that the F.O.R.R. 
participants are able to travel the roadway in a procession.  This will require 14 officers 
and two fire trucks to insure the route is secured.  

EXPRESS EIGHT Q&A WITH MAYOR DETWEILER 

The Kirksville Daily Express recently featured Mayor Richard Detweiler in its “Express 
Eight Q&A.” Every week, the Daily Express features a different interview with a person of 
local interest in the Express Eight. The Q&A featured Mayor Detweiler’s thoughts on the 
position of mayor and the work of the City. Please see the article attached to this 
Newsletter. 

COLLEGE PARK STREET REPAIR 

City Engineer and Deputy Public Works Director Len Kollars recently met with the College 
Park Neighborhood Association to discuss street repairs in their subdivision. They 
specifically reviewed options, specifications for repair, and discussed cost estimate for 
the Association. It is important to note that the majority of the roads in the subdivision are 
owned by the Association and the maintenance of those roads is their responsibility. The 
Association thanked the City for making City staff available to assist them in their efforts. 

CABLEONE TO OFFER GIGAONE SERVICE 

CableOne will be offering GigaOne service to the City at gigabit speeds. Given that 
increased Internet bandwidth is critical for continued economic growth and development, 
the City Manager provided a message of support to CableOne for their efforts: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NEMORPCentrepreneurshipsurvey
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“Investment in infrastructure is critical to meet the needs of current customers and make 
space available for new customers. CableOne has invested $1.7 million over the last five 
years in their Kirksville operations. Investing in this system will now allow CableOne to 
introduce GigaOne to Kirksville. Gigabit service is critical to the economic growth and 
development of Kirksville.” 

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ON NORTH BALTIMORE 

The Codes and Planning Department has received plans for commercial development / 
renovation on North Baltimore at the site of the former Goody’s. The current plan calls for 
a renovation of the space slated to be the future home of an expanded Dollar Tree in 
addition to a Shoe Department and a vacant space for a future tenant. This development 
continues a trend of development along this area of North Baltimore, with recent additions 
including a US Cellular store, a Verizon store, America’s Car-Mart, and a planned 
Hampton Inn. While the developer has been in communication with both the Assistant 
City Manager as well as the Codes and Planning Department, the developer has not 
requested any incentives from the City. 

ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT APPLICATION 

The City applied for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) through the United States 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). Unfortunately the City’s grant application was not approved. Fortunately, 
the process itself, in addition to training both Fire Chief Tom Collins and Community 
Services Coordinator Sarah Halstead have received, should increase the City’s chances 
of receiving an AFG grant in the future. City staff will update the Council as the next AFG 
opportunity presents itself. 

DEMOLITION COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT UPDATE 

As last discussed in the September 16, 2015 Council Newsletter, City staff rejected all 
bids for the Demolition Community Development Block Grant project. The sole bid 
received for the demolition of the old Kirksville R-III High School was nearly $500,000 
over budget. This project was re-bid with a non-mandatory bid tour scheduled for 
September 30, 2015, and the new bids were opened on October 13, 2015. The new low 
bid of $410,000 still leaves a balance of $258,100 over the $151,900 in grant funds 
available. The bids cannot be withdrawn for 30 days after the bid opening, after that time 
City staff may have to go with the next lowest bidder, which would raise the cost by 
another $50,000. The owner of the old Kirksville R-III High School has been notified and 
asked to please let City staff know what options are available to him to cover the 
remaining balance. City staff will update the Council as progress is made on the project. 

MISSOURI CITY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION TASK FORCE 

The City Manager has been asked to join a Missouri City Management Association 
(MCMA) “Key Issues Task Force” aimed at helping identify key and emerging issues 
within the profession and then develop a recommendation on the role of the MCMA in 
addressing those issues. The Task Force will consist of one in-person meeting in 
Jefferson City some time in November followed by a series of teleconferences, 
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approximately three to four, over the course of the next year. The City Manager will update 
the Council as to the work for the Task Force. 

PERSONNEL UPDATE 

Marty Jones has accepted the position of Water Distribution Foreman.  Marty has 21 
years’ experience with B & S Contractors.  The Police Department is completing 
background investigations on two possible candidates to fill Craig Crouse’s position when 
he retires.  Craig Dawson will be retiring on December 4, 2015.  We will be advertising to 
fill the Engineering Technician position and the Water Superintendent positions.  Brad 
Eitel, Wastewater Superintendent has agreed to assist with the operations of the Water 
Treatment Plant during our search.  The annual employee meeting is scheduled for 
December 4, 2015 at the Downtown Cinema 8 at 1:00 p.m. 

HEALTH INSURANCE  

The Biometric Screening was held October 26 and October 27.  We had 41 one 
employees participate.  In addition, as part of our wellness program we had a massage 
therapist on hand for scheduled appointments for a 15 minute massage.  This was well 
received by all participants.  We will be playing wellness bingo in November and 
December as part of our wellness campaign.  Phil Drescher was able to negotiate a lower 
laser with HCC our current reinsurance provider ($150,000 down from $200,000) and a 
slightly lower rate for our reinsurance premiums and maximum claims liability.  This will 
not result in a lower proposed premium for 2016 but will reduce our liability by 
approximately $20,000.  We will remain with HCC for the 2016 fiscal year.  Prudential will 
not be increasing our life insurance rate in 2016.  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPDATE 

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MoDNR) has had the City’s State 
Revolving Loan Fund (SRF) Due Diligence since approximately June 1, 2015, and thus 
far the City has not received any feedback, questions, or been notified of any issues. 
Follow up communications with MoDNR have finally yielded a point of contact with whom 
the City Manager will be working directly. City staff will update the Council as the project 
moves forward. 

AMEREN MISSOURI ENERGY EFFICIENCY INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

Ameren Missouri has been notified that the Missouri Public Service Commission (PSC) 
has not renewed Ameren’s Energy Efficiency Incentive Program. As such, the program 
will end on November 30, 2015. Any projects currently in the works must be submitted 
prior to November 30, 2015. A fact sheet on the vending miser incentive that can be 
accomplished in a short period of time is attached to this Newsletter. 

GRGURICH PROPERTY ON NORTH BALTIMORE APPRAISER’S LETTER 

Gary Elrod, a local resident of the Kellwood neighborhood immediately adjoining the 
Grgurich property on North Baltimore that is requesting a special use permit from the 
Council in order to establish a welding business at the property, obtained an opinion from 
a local appraiser, Margaret Minear, as to what allowing the welding shop at this location 
would do to property values. Please see the letter from Minear attached to this Newsletter. 
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Attachments: 

- Cemetery Scavenger Hunt 
- Job Fair 
- Howl-o-ween Spooktacular 
- Northeast Community Action Partnership Hunger Banquet 
- Adopt-a-Child Fundraiser 
- Incident on Baltimore Street 
- Express Eight Q&A With Mayor Detweiler 
- Ameren Missouri Energy Efficiency Incentive Program 
- Grgurich Property on North Baltimore Appraiser’s Letter 
- Thank You Letter for the Fire Department 
- Thank You Letter from the Alliance for Justice 
- Thank You Facebook Message for the Police Department 
- Thank You Email for the Police Department 
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