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TITANIC: THE MUSICAL 

The Parks and Recreation Division partnered with Curtain Call Theatre Company and 
Truman State University for the production of Titanic: The Musical in the Baldwin Hall 
Auditorium at Truman State University on July 24 and 25, 2015. This production was a 
first of its kind partnership for the City and brought together the City’s theatre community 
for one production. The production was a success with 784 tickets sold at $8 per ticket. 
Revenue was also generated from the sale of advertisements in the program, a portion 
of which, per an agreement with Curtain Call Theatre Company, was used to cover that 
organization’s costs in assisting with all aspects of the production. For its part, Truman 
State University provided Baldwin Hall Auditorium at a greatly reduced cost and assisted 
with set construction and other production-related activities. The Parks and Recreation 
Division will continue to move forward with such partnerships after the success of Titanic: 
The Musical. 

MISSOURI PARTNERSHIP CEO VISITS KIRKSVILLE 

On July 28, 2015, the new CEO of the Missouri Partnership, Steven Johnson, visited 
Kirksville. The Missouri Partnership is the state's business recruitment organization and 
a key economic development marketing partner for Missouri. Mr. Johnson was 
familiarized with Kirksville by Kirksville Regional Economic Development Inc.’s (K-REDI) 
Director of Economic Development, Carolyn Chrisman, during a meeting at the Economic 
Development Alliance Building. Mayor Detweiler and City staff were also in attendance. 
K-REDI looks forward to continued good relations with the Missouri Partnership. 



MAKE KIRKSVILLE SHINE 

The Make Kirksville Shine campaign encourages residents, businesses and property 
owners to make our community more attractive to the many guests and visitors that we 
have each year. The effort continues, and the week of August 1 through 9, 2015, has 
been established as “Make Kirksville Shine Week.” The organization is asking everyone 
to show their community pride by getting out and doing what they can to help make our 
town a place of pride! The organization has met with numerous civic organizations asking 
for assistance in their beautification efforts. The goal of Make Kirksville Shine is to get as 
many people as possible out mowing grass, weed eating, pulling weeds, picking up trash, 
and making our town look great to anyone and everyone who comes to Kirksville. 

SENATOR BLUNT’S STAFF HOSTS MOBILE OFFICE 

United States Senator Roy Blunt’s staff will be hosting a mobile office at the Adair County 
Courthouse on Wednesday, August 5, 2015, from 9 am to 10 am. This is an opportunity 
to discuss questions or concerns regarding the federal government with Senator Blunt’s 
staff. City staff plan to attend the mobile office. 

SALES TAX HOLIDAY 

The 2015 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday runs from 12 am, Friday, August 7, through 
midnight, Sunday, August 9. During this time, no sales tax is paid on qualifying back-to-
school purchases in the City. Qualifying items include: school supplies (not to exceed $50 
per purchase); clothing (any article having a value of less than $100); computer software 
(taxable value of $350 or less); and personal computers or computer peripheral devices 
(not to exceed $3,500).  

ELECTION LAW REQUEST 

A letter addressed to State Representative Nate Walker, and to State Senator Brian 
Munzlinger, will be available for the Council's signature on Monday. This letter requests 
their consideration to introduce and support an election law change. As you know, fourth 
class cities (pop. 1,000 or less) are now given the option to take to their voters a question 
to not be required to hold an election if the number of Council candidates do not exceed 
the number of available seats on the Council. The cities of Brashear and Millard have 
taken this question to their voters which was approved. This is an understandable cost 
savings for these cities, but it also increases the cost for third class cities, such as 
Kirksville. Although we have had a larger number of candidates for available seats in the 
past few years, it would also be a cost savings for Kirksville and other third-class cities if 
there should be a year when there wasn't. Please see a copy of the letter attached to this 
Newsletter. 

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS MANUAL 

The Missouri Municipal League staff recently completed a revised Manual for Newly 
Elected Officials.  Please let Vickie know if you would like a complete printed copy, or an 
online version, but a summary of the additions/revisions (in bold) follow: 
 
Addressing the Council – It is important to note that there may be times during one’s 
term of office when certain issues will cause disagreement among 



councilmembers.  However, focus always should be on the issue at hand, not 
personalities. 
Public Hearings – One cardinal rule to remember is numbers don’t always count.  There 
are some topics that naturally draw large, highly partisan crowds.  Very vocal minorities 
may try to swamp a public hearing to show their side is right.  Such items as little league 
ballparks, school crosswalks, street improvement districts, water rates or any tax matter 
will attract great numbers of visitors.  The size of the crowd does not indicate whether 
their cause is just.  The council is elected to serve all the citizens, and a councilmember 
must look at the overall picture, not just at the picture presented by a partisan group. 
Exemptions from Open Meetings/Records – Other meetings and records must be open 
to the public unless otherwise provided by law.  Municipal officials should be very 
careful in ensuring full compliance with the state open meetings and records law.  
If in doubt about whether a particular meeting or record should be closed do not hesitate 
to ask your staff, your city attorney, MML staff or the Attorney General'’ office. 
Procedures to Close a Meeting – Before closing a meeting, record or vote, the 
governmental body must publicly vote on the question of closing the meeting, and the 
question must receive an affirmative vote of a majority of the quorum of the body.  The 
vote of each member of the body and the reason for closing the session by reference to 
the specific exemption must be announced at an open session and entered into the 
minutes.  The closed meeting shall be held only for the specific, announced reason; 
other business, which does not directly relate to the reason announced as 
justification for the closed meeting, must not be discussed (ss610.022, RsMO) 
Conflict of Interest – What is conflict of interest?  Generally speaking, when you have a 
financial interest in a measure or decision or question before you in your official capacity, 
there is or may be a “conflict” in exercising a true and independent decision on that issue.  
Conflict of interest also has been descried as bribery, corruption, misuse or misapplication 
of funds or conversion of funds.  City officials should be aware that the appearance 
of impropriety can be as harmful as impropriety itself.  It is both the evil of an 
individual occupying a public position using the trust imposed in him and the position he 
occupies to further his own personal gain and the appearance of such evil that the law 
seeks to eradicate. 
Provisions of the Law – The law in Chapter 105 provides that no elected official, 
appointed official or administrative employee may:   (Refer to page 77 of the manual 
for all the provisions listed.) 
Finally the law provides that no sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture or 
corporation in which any member of any legislative body of any political 
subdivision is the sole proprietor, partner, co-participant or owner of in excess of 
ten percent of the outstanding shares of any class of stock, shall: (refer to page 79) 
Nepotism – Article VII, Section 6 of the Missouri Constitution provides that “Any public 
officer or employee in this state who by virtue of his office or employment names 
or appoints to public office or employment any relative within the fourth degree, by 
consanguinity or affinity, shall thereby forfeit his office or employment.” 

POTENTIAL HY-VEE EXPANSION 

As last discussed in the July 15, 2015 Council Newsletter, the local Hy-Vee Food Store 
has contacted City staff with plans to increase the size of their convenience store and gas 



station. Since that time, Hy-Vee has submitted their plans, which include a 34’ by 37’ 
addition. City staff will update the Council as these plans move forward. 

DOWNTOWN CINEMA 8 SIDEWALK REPAIR 

A section of sidewalk at the Downtown Cinema 8 was recently repaired due to an issue 
underground below the sidewalk. The entire section had to be removed, the ground 
refilled, and the sidewalk replaced. The project was paid for through Downtown TIF funds, 
as the parking lot and surrounding sidewalks around the Downtown Cinema 8 were 
originally constructed with Downtown TIF monies. Please see the engineering sketch and 
estimate of the project attached to this Newsletter. 

ADDRESSING WEEDS AND GRASS 

As the Codes Department works to enforce City ordinance and help ensure that our City 
is an attractive one, City staff have met resistance from some landowners who argue that 
they should not have to mow and weed eat up to certain state highways and roadways 
within the City limits. One landowner in particular argues that this land is owned by the 
State of Missouri and, therefore, the landowner is not responsible for maintaining this 
land. City staff continue to work with the City attorney to address these issues and attempt 
to move forward in continuing to enforce City ordinances that make our City an attractive 
one. Unfortunately, maintenance and care of property is not always seen as a priority.  

MPR LOSS CONTROL CREDITS 

The Council had asked City staff for more information regarding Loss Control Credits 
through the City’s insurance provider, Midwest Public Risk (MPR). 3% of the payments 
the City makes to MPR can be used for safety training. Since a lot of their training is done 
at their location, they allow us to use this money towards our premium. Also, they pre-
collect a percentage for the second injury fund, but do not know exactly how much will 
need to be contributed until the State Department of Labor tells them, so we have been 
able to use that credit as well on the premium. Both of these together make our discount. 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES GRANT FUNDED WORK TO COMMENCE 

As last discussed in the December 31, 2014 Council Newsletter, City staff applied for and 
received a Transportation Alternatives (TAP) grant through the Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MoDOT). This grant allows the City to construct sidewalks to further 
connect our existing sidewalk / hike / bike / trail system, specifically on Halliburton and 
Florence Streets. On July 21, 2015, City staff learned that the obligation of funds for the 
grant had been approved and preliminary engineering may begin for the project. Please 
see the letter from MoDOT attached to this Newsletter. 

MODOT ROAD WORK 

MoDOT continues to work on state highways and roads in and around the City. Ongoing 
projects include resurfacing MO 6 east of MO 149 to Business 63 in the City, resurfacing 
and shoulder improvements to MO 11 from Business 63 to Alternate 63 in the City, 
resurfacing of MO 6 west to Alternate 63 north intersection in the City, and roadway 
sealing from Business 63 to Alternate 63 in the City. City staff will update the Council as 
MoDOT road work continues. 



MISSOURI NATIONAL GUARD AGREEMENT 

The Missouri National Guard has established liaison with the Police Department 
requesting that the Police Department respond to any alarm at the Rieger National Guard 
Armory within fifteen minutes, and also notify Armory personnel should any crime or 
emergency be detected. This is per United States Army regulations. An agreement was 
signed by Chief Hughes to that effect, as circumstances, call load, and staffing permit. 

DISASTER DECLARATION 

As last discussed in the July 1, 2015 Council Newsletter, City staff are currently tracking 
storm damage, per the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), due to the 
possibility that a disaster declaration will be made beginning with May 19, 2015 to present. 
Following additional rain last week, the criteria used to consider individual assistance (IA) 
through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) has changed. Per SEMA, they are 
as follows: 
 

1. Jurisdiction MUST be participatory in the NFIP program. 
2. For the purposes (ONLY) of initial assessment, we are looking at Major and 

Destroyed. ( Please capture all levels of damage ) 
3. We will need contact information for each affected residence: Owner name, 

affected address, good contact phone number for owner, estimated dollar loss and 
must record if the residence or business has flood insurance.  If they have 
homeowners and it does not pay flood – that is under insured and eligible – please 
note that status. 

4. We need the numbers as quickly as possible – so we can get the teams in to 
conduct the IA PDA. 

5. I have included counties in this email – County EMD’s it is going to be your 
responsibility to gather this information from your local jurisdictions, making sure 
they meet the criteria and I thank you for diligence and work on this! 
 

City staff will update the Council as this process continues to move forward. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT VISIT 

James Hurd, the Field Office Director of the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, will be visiting with City staff during an upcoming meeting on August 
21, 2015. Mr. Hurd would like to discuss the Kirksville Housing Authority along with any 
other issues that may be of concern to us. City staff will update the Council following the 
meeting with Mr. Hurd. 

FORREST LAKE BOAT RAMP UPDATE 

As last discussed in the June 10, 2015 Council Newsletter, the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (MoDNR), Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC), and the City 
have been working to establish a plan to address maintenance issues with the boat ramp 
at the Marina on Forrest Lake. Additionally, the current state of both the boat docks and 
the seawall at the Marina have been discussed. The MoDNR currently believes that the 
maintenance issues with the boat ramp can be addressed this fall, and they will continue 



to emphasize the need to address the state of both the seawall and boat docks. City staff 
will update the Council as we work to address these concerns. 
 
Attachments: 

- Election Law Request 
- Downtown Cinema 8 Sidewalk Repair 
- Transportation Alternatives Grant Funded Work to Commence 
- Baltimore Meadows Elevations and Building Plan 

- Kirksville Connection August, 2015 



 





 

 





 

 





 

 



 


