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KIRKSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER . . . 

Mari E. Macomber, City Manager 
September 30, 2015 
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ERIC GREITENS IN KIRKSVILLE 

Missouri gubernatorial candidate Eric Greitens will be visiting Kirksville Friday, October 
2, 2015 at 10 am in Steve’s Garden Deli. State Representative Nate Walker has invited 
the Council to attend the event. Greitens, a Republican residing in St. Louis, recently 
announced his candidacy for governor. 

MEET AND GREET WITH MISSOURI HOUSE LEADERSHIP 

State Representative Craig Redmon will be hosting a meet and greet with Missouri House 
Speaker Todd Richardson and Missouri House Leader Mike Cierpiot on Tuesday, 
October 6, 2015, at 9 am in the Kirksville Country Club. The Council is invited to attend. 

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 

Fire Prevention Week for 2015 will be October 4 through 10, and the national theme of 
Fire Prevention Week is, “Hear the Beep Where You Sleep”. Across the country the most 
dangerous time for a residential fire to happen is at night or when the occupants are 
sleeping. It is important for people to make sure that smoke detectors can be heard in the 
bedrooms or sleeping areas. If the detectors are only in the kitchen or living room areas 
the sound could be too muffled to wake a sleeping person. It is not a bad idea to make 
sure that the sound of a smoke detector going off will wake your sleeping child. Please 
do not make this a scary time for the child, just use it to find out if it will wake them. This 
is also a good time to go over EDITH (Exit Drills in the Home). The Fire Department will 
be doing presentations at the local elementary schools to educate kids in Fire Prevention. 
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Fire Prevention printed material will be on the trucks and the personnel will use each 
opportunity to spread the fire prevention message. The week will also be used to kick off 
our Adopt a Fire Truck Art contest. 

NORTH FORK SALT RIVER WATERSHED MEETING 

The Mark Twain Regional Council of Governments is holding a meeting regarding the 
North Fork Salt River Watershed on Monday, October 19, 2015. The Council has invited 
the City’s Watershed Commission to attend the meeting as, technically, the City is 
included in the North Fork Salt River Watershed. The meeting will be held at the Missouri 
Department of Conservation’s Northeast Regional Office in Kirksville. The Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources (MoDNR) is working with the Missouri Association of 
Council of Governments to set up local Watershed Advisory Committees across the entire 
state. The goal is for each advisory committee to develop their goals and some suggested 
projects or outreach ideas for each watershed and to encourage local leadership and 
participation in local watershed type projects. In the long term, the hope is to have at least 
one Watershed Commission member assigned to attend these meetings. City staff will 
update the Council as to what comes of this meeting. Please see the invitation attached 
to this Newsletter. Councilmembers are also invited to attend. 

KIRKSVILLE MOTOR COMPANY RIBBON CUTTING 

The Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce will be holding a ribbon cutting for the grand 
re-opening of the Kirksville Motor Company (formerly Jim Robertson’s) on Friday, October 
23, 2015, from 4:30 pm to 7 pm to showcase their latest renovation. 

NEMO RPC / RDC FALL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP OPEN MEETING 

The Northeast Missouri Regional Planning Commission and Rural Development 
Corporation will hold their Fall General Membership Open Meeting on Wednesday, 
October 28, 2015, at the VFW Post #4958, 123 W. Monroe, Memphis, Missouri. The doors 
open at 5:30 pm, dinner will start at 6:00 pm, and the General Membership open meeting 
will start at 6:30 pm. LouAnn M. Rongey, Area Specialist, Rural Development, United 
States Department of Agriculture, will be the guest speaker. The Region “C” Solid Waste 
Management District Management Council Open Meeting will be immediately following 
the RPC/RDC Membership Open Meeting. Please RSVP to City Clerk Vickie Brumbaugh 
by Friday, October 16, 2015. The meal cost is $5.00. 

COUNCIL MEETING ATTENDANCE 

The current Ordinance for Council salary says: “No compensation will be given if one or 
more meetings are not attended during a month.” The Missouri Municipal League (MML) 
Conference was held during our regular Council meeting in September. Councilmember 
Phillip Biston was attending the MML Conference on September 21, 2015, on the same 
date of a regular Council meeting. The Council may wish to discuss your interpretation of 
a meeting, and also consider including wording in the Council salary Ordinance that 
references the MML Conference and any other government training meetings that might 
be attended by the Council on a regular meeting date. The MML Conference will probably 
continue to be held during the same week in September which does affect those Missouri 
cities who hold their Council meetings on the third Monday. 
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MML ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

This year the MML Annual Conference was held September 20 through 23, 2015. 
Typically, the MML Annual Conference is held at the same time each year, beginning on 
the third Monday of September. This date always coincides with a regular Council 
meeting date. Councilmembers Glen Moritz and Philip Biston have expressed their 
interest in having more individuals from the City attend the MML Annual Conference. 
Therefore, to avoid conflicting with a regularly scheduled Council meeting, the Council is 
asked to discuss this and decide if you would want to adjust the Council meeting schedule 
in September to allow and encourage participation in the MML Annual Conference. 

CHARTER CITY 

Following the MML Annual Conference, Councilmember Philip Biston inquired as to why 
the City was not a charter city. For informational purposes, following an amendment to 
the Missouri State Constitution approved by voters in 1971, the State authorizes cities of 
5,000 or more population to adopt or frame a charter, and the powers of a constitutional 
charter city now are defined as "all powers which the general assembly of the State of 
Missouri has authority to confer upon any city, provided such powers are consistent with 
the Constitution of this State, and are not limited or denied either by the charter as 
adopted, or by statute. Such a city shall, in addition to its home rule powers, have all 
powers conferred by law.”  
 
Approximately nine years ago the Council at the time briefly explored becoming a charter 
city. Ultimately the Council decided to not pursue a charter. Nonetheless, City Manager 
Mari Macomber prepared a report outlining the steps necessary to do so, if the Council 
had wanted to pursue such a course of action. Again, this report was prepared 
approximately nine years ago, so the information would need to be updated. However, it 
should provide the Council an idea of what is involved in the process of adopting a charter. 
If there is interest after reviewing this, the report could be updated and presented at a 
future Council Study Session. Please see the report as an enclosure with this Newsletter. 

CITY WEBSITE 

City staff are in negotiations with QScend Technologies, Inc. to update the City website. 
City staff plan to refresh the overall look of the site while making it easier to navigate and 
more informative for citizens. City staff will update the Council as the project moves 
forward. 

CITY COUNCIL / SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

The City Manager and Kirksville R-III School District Superintendent are planning to 
schedule a meeting between the Council and the Kirksville R-III School Board to discuss 
items of mutual interest. In advance of the meeting, the School Board signed a 
memorandum of understanding granting the City and County emergency services access 
to School District radio frequencies. City staff will update the Council once a date is set 
for the meeting. 
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REQUEST FOR GOOSE MANAGEMENT 

Municipal Ordinance 18-123 is a somewhat unique ordinance. This Ordinance allows the 
Police Chief to authorize citizens to discharge a firearm in the City for the purpose of 
managing wildlife that are damaging property. It is used infrequently but has been used 
in the last few years for everything from squirrels (which, in the most recent request, 
authorized only the use of low power BB guns) to coyotes. The police department 
evaluates each request, and if approved, usually sets limitations upon the request (e.g. 
caliber/type of weapon, limitations on direction of fire, neighbor notification). A request 
was received recently seeking authorization to use shotguns to manage Canada Geese 
in the south part of town, south of the Days Inn. The address is 4001 S. Baltimore and is 
approximately ¼ mile from the east City Limits. Please see a copy of the application and 
a map of the area attached to this Newsletter. The application process requires 
consultation and approval/agreement with the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC). MDC has approved. A copy of their written approval is forthcoming. 
 
Per ordinance the Police Chief is inclined to approve the request, as restricted. The 
approval is contingent on a number of restrictions, including, but not necessarily limited 
to:  1)  shotguns only, 2) notification of surrounding property owners, if applicable 
(including a request that the Days Inn notify their guests – The property owner actually 
owns the Mobile Home Park to the south), 3) shooting only towards the timber area to the 
east within an area marked on a map, 4) limit total shooters to no more than four(4) at 
any one time, 5) requiring that the shooters be at least 150 yards from any roadway or 
structure (other than the affected landowners home), 6) restricting the initial application 
to two days (with the ability to reapply if necessary), and 7) require that the application 
coincide with the upcoming goose season starting October 3rd (which also places 
restrictions on the number of shells in the gun, maximum number of geese allowed per 
day, etc.). 
 
The proposed authorization will also require that this permit be part of a larger 
management effort as allowed by MDC (pursuant to Federal Statute 21.52, public health 
control order for resident Canada geese). 
 
Although this request is on the southern end of town, the accomplishment of the request 
is likely to be more visible/apparent than other requests.  The Police Chief just wanted to 
make certain that Council Members were informed of the request and were comfortable 
with the approval. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT AIR USE EVALUATION 

The Fire Department has been conducting Air Use Evaluations for all personnel. Most air 
paks are listed by a minute rating: 30 min, 45, minute, and 60 minute. In reality the time 
is not as long as listed. As part of the evaluation, 9 workstations were setup to simulate 
multiple evolutions on the fire ground. Bottle pressures are recorded and we use a stop 
watch to time the participants. Each person works through the course completing each 
task while being followed by a proctor. The proctor tracks times, ensures safety and 
directs the participant as needed. The course is a circuit style so there is no end. You just 
keep going to the next evolution until your air is done. 
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The first time noted is low air alarm activation time. This is an alarm that tells the 
participant that they are critically low on air and need to exit the building if not already 
doing so. They then continue to progress through the course until they totally run out of 
air. This time is considered escape time. This completes the first rotation. After the first 
rotation, they get a 15 minute break, which simulates our Rehab on a fire scene. Vitals 
are taken as they enter rehab and before they return for the second rotation. For the 
second rotation, a new bottle is put in the air pak, and they go again. The only difference 
is when the low air alarm goes off, they are instructed to get comfortable and make the 
reserve air last as long as possible. This simulates if they cannot escape but have to wait 
for help. By staying calm and controlling breathing they are able to increase the time that 
a rescue crew would have to find them alive. Please see photographs of the Air Use 
Evaluation attached to this Newsletter. 

IMPACT OF POTENTIAL RURAL FIRE DISTRICT CONSOLIDATION 

The Boards of the Adair County Rural Fire District No. 1 and the Novinger Rural Fire 
District are currently discussing a possible merger, or consolidation, of both districts. The 
City entered into an agreement with Adair County Rural Fire District No. 1 on February 
11, 1991, which allowed the Adair County Rural Fire District No. 1 to use a tract of land 
for the construction of a building, used by the District, in exchange for $1.00 and fire 
protection of City-owned property within the boundaries of the District. If this consolidation 
occurred, the City-owned property would be within the boundaries of a newly consolidated 
fire district. Please see a copy of the existing agreement attached to this Newsletter. City 
staff will update the Council as we learn more about the negotiations between the two fire 
districts. 

COBBLESTONE LANE STREET REPAIR 

City staff recently received the following service request: “On Cobblestone Lane at the 
corner of E. McPherson there is a huge pothole with alot of concrete missing that has 
washed away.  It is across both north and south lanes of traffic on Cobblestone.  We need 
some pothole repair done.  Thank you for fixing E. McPherson at that intersection, but 
they needed to do a little more onto Cobblestone Lane.” The Public Works Department 
addressed the problem and received a positive response: “Thanks so much for your quick 
response in fixing the street on Cobblestone. Your crew did a good job and fixed the yards 
back promptly. They are an efficient, skilled and friendly team.” 

CEMETERY SCAVENGER HUNT 

The City’s Friends of Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery Committee will be holding a Cemetery 
Scavenger Hunt from October 26 to November 1, 2015, in Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery to 
raise funds for a perimeter fence at the cemetery. The price is $5.00 for an adult card, or 
$3.00 for a child card. Cards will be available at the City’s Harvest Heyday event in Rotary 
Park on October 24, 2015. Otherwise, cards may be purchased at the Aquatic Center. All 
cards must be turned in by November 2, 2015, to be eligible for a drawing to win Kirksville 
Cash. Please see the flyer for the event attached to this Newsletter. 
 
Attachments: 
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- North Fork Salt River Watershed Meeting 
- Request for Goose Management Attachments 
- Fire Department Air Use Evaluation Photographs 
- Impact of Potential Rural Fire District Consolidation: Existing Agreement 
- Cemetery Scavenger Hunt Flyer 
- Adair County Humane Society August 2015 Shelter Report  
- Waters of the United States Article 
- Congressman Sam Graves Newsletter September 28, 2015 

- Thank You Card for Parks and Recreation Staff 
- Thank You Letter for City staff from the NEMO Triathlon 
- Thank You Letter for City Manager 

 
Enclosures: 

- Charter City 



7 
 
 

 



8 
 
 

 



9 
 
 

 



10 
 
 

 



11 
 
 

 



12 
 
 

 



13 
 
 

 

 



14 
 
 

 

 



15 
 
 

 



16 
 
 



17 
 
 

 



18 
 
 

     



19 
 
 

 



20 
 
 

 



21 
 
 

 



22 
 
 

 



23 
 
 

 



24 
 
 

 



25 
 
 

 



26 
 
 

 



27 
 
 

 



28 
 
 

 


