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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 2/26 – City Council Study Session at 5:30 p.m. 
 3/4 – ATC at 12:00 p.m. 
 3/4 - LPRC at 12:00 p.m. 
 3/4 - City Council Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 3/6 – Public Meeting – Trash Service 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 3/10 – City Council Study Session at 5:30 p.m. 
 3/17 – City Council Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 3/24 – 63 Alternate Route Meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 3/25 – Candidates Forum at Shrine Club 7:00 p.m. 
 3/29 – Spring Expo 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

HIGHWAY 63 ALTERNATE ROUTE 
Meetings were held at the morning Rotary Club and the Kirkville Women of Today. Included 
with this Newsletter is a list of service club meeting dates scheduled for the Highway 63 
Alternate Route ballot issue. If any of you would like to attend or participate in these let me 
know. We will also be hosting a public meeting on March 24 at the Adair County Annex to 
allow citizens an opportunity to learn more about the proposed project. Brochures have been 
developed and are being distributed in various places. If Council members would like more of 
these let me know. An article will be in the Kirksville Connection that will go out at the end of 
next week and just before the April. 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
We have reviewed the pictures of the canopies.  The parts used on these canopies are not Mason 
Corporation parts.  I'm unable to advised you about the conditions of the canopies since they are not 
our parts.  Please let me know if I can be of anymore assistance.  We will be happy to look at bidding 
replacements canopies if you decide to go that route. 
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COMMUNICATIONS GRANT 
The state sent out to the emergency services a grant opportunity for Interoperable 
Communications Grant with money left over from the 2005 communications grant. This 
program allows the fire department to submit a grant application for radios. This program will 
enhance local public safety radio communications by replacing wideband-only radios, with 
narrowband capable units.  Many public safety communications systems are incompatible and 
do not allow responders from different jurisdictions to communicate.  Missouri’s diverse terrain 
with open flatlands and rugged hills presents numerous challenges.  In addition to the 
acquisition of narrow-band capable radios and/or equipment, awarded jurisdictions must also 
agree to program the designated multi-jurisdiction interoperability channels set aside by the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the Missouri State Highway Patrol (MSHP) 
into their subscriber equipment, as capable, for local public safety use.  These channels are 
more commonly called “MTAC,”, “UTAC,” and “VTAC.”  By implementing these channels, 
agencies responding to a multi-jurisdictional event will have shared channel interoperability, as 
outlined in the National Interoperability Continuum.   This grant will focus on promoting 
interoperability and narrow-banding to smaller jurisdictions that otherwise would experience 
difficulty in achieving these goals without assistance.   Implementing this program will ensure 
agencies can meet both the Federal Communications Commission Narrowband deadline of 
2013 and raise the interoperability quotient between their agencies and those operating in 
other disciplines around them.  Please note that all licenses pertaining to the offered 
interoperability channels have been obtained by the State Interoperability Executive 
Committee and the Missouri State Highway Patrol and come at no added expense to the user.   
The Kirksville Fire Department is applying for twenty-four portable radios and eleven mobile 
radios; this will include installation and soft ware programming for the radios, at a cost of 
$54,140.91 which requires no match from the City. This is part two of the same grant that the 
Police Department applied for last year in which they were awarded the grant. If the Fire 
Department is awarded this grant we will decommission the existing radios that we currently 
own. 
 
 

 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN 
The Missouri State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is coordinating the effort to gather 
recommendations for revisions to the 5-year Statewide Preservation Plan.  The statewide plan is not 
the "SHPO work plan, " but a set of preservation goals for all Missouri, with tasks that can be 
undertaken by individuals, local preservation groups, and all levels of government.  Because this is a 
statewide plan, we are looking for input from preservation professionals, citizens, government officials, 
and anyone willing to provide an opinion or insight into preservation issues, goals, successes, etc.  
 
The SHPO is partnering with local communities to host regional planning meetings.  We will have at 
least 5 and possibly 6 meetings across the state.  Wilson's Creek National Battlefield and the cities of 
Florissant, Liberty, Kirksville and Cape Girardeau have agreed to host meetings.  A schedule of these 
meetings is attached.  Information about the meetings is also available on the SHPO website 
(www.dnr.mo.gov/shpo).  You are welcome to attend any of the regional meetings.  
 
We are also soliciting input via a planning questionnaire.  This questionnaire is attached.  Please take 
time over the next few days to fill it out and send it to us.  We value your advice and opinions.  All 
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preservation is local.  Every day you deal with the real issues of preserving the historic resources in 
your community.  Also, please forward this information to others in your community who are concerned 
about the preservation of local historic resources and statewide preservation issues. 

ATTACHMENTS 
 Service Club Meetings for Alternate Route  – pg. 3  
 Draft Message to Invite Citizens to Public Meeting - pg. 4  
 Comments from Citizens on Trash Service – pg. 5 

E911 Annual Report – pgs. 6 - 13   
 MML Legislative Update – pgs. 14 - 15  
  Ribbon Cutting Notice – pg. 16  
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ALTERNATE ROUTE 63 PRESENTATIONS 
BY MODOT 

 
 
 
March 13 – Noon  (15 – 20 min)   Kiwanis Club 
 
Ponderosa Restaurant     Invited to Lunch 
1116 Country Club Drive 
 
Contact:  Larry Thygessen  216-9465 (cell) 
 
 
March 26 – 7:00 a.m.     Morning Optimist 
 
Ponderosa Restaurant     Come early 6:15-6:30 am 
1116 Country Club Drive     for breakfast 
       
                                                                                      Contact:  Connie Johnson  785-2317 
 
 
March 26 – Noon      Noon Rotary Club 
 
Shrine Club 
2401 South Baltimore 
 
Contact:  Randy Smith  627-3435 
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INTRODUCTION TO SETTING-UP FOCUS GROUPS 
 

The purpose of this document is to provide some guidance on setting up informal 
focus groups.  This document will be supplemented by a conference call to review 
these details and answer any questions you may have. 
 

Potential Focus Group Audiences 
 
 Choose 4 to 6 groups from the following audiences: 

o City staff/administrators 
o City council/elected officials 
o Downtown business owners/Chamber of Commerce 
o Long-time residents 
o Newer residents 
o Residents who live in downtown 
o High school/college students 
o DREAM committee 

 

Tips for Organizing Focus Groups 
 
We strongly recommend NOT combining different audiences into a single group.  
Discussions among local business owners, for example, will be somewhat different and 
target different issues than in the case of other local residents. 
 

 Aim for having 10-12 participants in each focus group. There are typically last-
minute cancellations, so we usually invite 12-14 participants. (It is often not 
necessary to recruit as many city staff or administrators, as they are much more 
likely to attend than community members or business owners.)  

 

 Create a schedule of what times you would like to conduct the groups.  Internal 
groups are often scheduled during the day while residents groups are generally 
scheduled during the evening.  Oftentimes business owners would prefer a lunch 
meeting or a meeting around 5:30.  All groups should be scheduled for 90 
minutes each. 

 

 Send out a written invitation (sample attached) and follow up with a phone call. 
We will have two UNICOM•ARC representatives available to conduct the 
focus groups, so you are welcome to schedule two groups in a given time 
slot.  For example, we could conduct a group with long term residents 
and another group with newer residents in another room at the same 
time. 

 

 Choose conference room(s) with seating to accommodate 12 to 15 
participants. 

 

 Provide light refreshments (or a light meal if the group is scheduled during lunch 
or dinner time). 

Additional Suggestions: 
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 We ask that no City officials attend any groups with external audiences like 
residents or business owners.  You will receive full transcripts and written reports 
detailing the focus group.   

 
 In some situations, it is necessary to provide an incentive to entice participants 

to attending groups.  We have found a gift certificate to a local establishment is 
effective as an incentive, if necessary. 

 
 When recruiting groups, pay special attention to balancing each focus group 

on a variety of demographic and geographic characteristics.  We prefer an 
even mix in each group of gender, ethnicity and geographic area of the 
community if applicable.  We prefer people with varying opinions to be 
included in the focus groups. 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO 
PLAN THE FUTURE 

OF OUR PAST 
 

Announcing Public Meetings to Solicit Input on the 
Missouri Statewide Historic Preservation Plan Revision 

 
Thursday, March 13, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Multipurpose Room, Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, 6424 W. Farm Road 182, 
Republic, Missouri  (Directions--http://www.nps.gov/archive/wicr/area.html) 

 
Tuesday, March 18, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 101 East Kansas, Liberty, Missouri 
 

Thursday, March 20, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Adair County Annex, 300 North Franklin Street, Kirksville, Missouri 

 
Wednesday, March 26, 2008, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

City of Florissant Government Center, 1055 St. Francois, Florissant, Missouri 
 

Monday, March 31, 2008 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri (time and location to be announced) 

 
Historic Preservation in Missouri:  A Plan for 2009-2013 

Every five years Missouri updates its Statewide Preservation Plan—a call to action for all 
Missourians to recognize and plan for the preservation of our state’s historic resources. 
The plan establishes broad goals and outlines actions that can be taken by private 
individuals, local preservation groups, and government agencies to preserve and increase 
appreciation for our state’s and our community’s historic properties.  The first step in 
developing the five year plan is to gather the opinions of our state’s citizens about the 
state’s preservation needs, challenges and successes. 
Please take a few moments to provide input on preservation issues in your 
community and in the State of Missouri by attending a regional planning meeting. 
 
Note: Missouri’s current Statewide Preservation Plan is found online at 
http://www.dnr.mo.gov/shpo/preshor2004.pdf. 
The 2008 statewide preservation planning project is being coordinated by the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources, State Historic Preservation Office.  The effort is supported by the Missouri Alliance 
for Historic Preservation and local host communities and agencies. 
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March 3, 2008 
 
Mike Ayers 
Manager-Eng. Des. 
AT&T/Southwestern Bell Telephone 
225 W. Coates 
Moberly, Missouri 65270 
 
Dear Mike, 
 
The following is a listing of new construction in Kirksville for the period of February 1, 2007 through 
February 29, 2008: 
               
-NONE-  
 
  
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Laila Price 
City of Kirksville 
Administrative Assistant 
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March 06, 2008 

Attention Ambassadors & Board of Directors: 
A Ribbon Cutting  

will be held for the  

Grand Opening  
of 

 Mid America Wireless 
1202 S. Baltimore 

Kirksville, MO  63501 

******** 
Friday, March 28th, 2008 

10:00 am 
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March 05, 2008 

Attention Ambassadors & Board of Directors: 
A Ribbon Cutting  

will be held for 

Kirksville Telecommunications Community 
Resource Center’s 

10th Anniversary 
 Celebration & Open House 

315 S. Franklin 

Kirksville, MO  63501 

 In Celebration of their  
Kevin Baiotto, Coordinator 

Barb Valentine, Information Technologist      Donna Watson, Adm. Assistant 

******** 
Thursday, June 19th, 2008 

1:00 pm 
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Feb. 13, 2008 Meeting of the  Kirksville Downtown Improvement Committee, Inc. 
Chamber of Commerce, 304 S. Franklin, Kirksville 
 
Present:  Roberta Santee, President; Brenda Hunter; Mark Whitney; Justin Puckett, Kylene 
Puckett; Phil Biston; Jerry Caldwell; Heidi Templeton; Sherry Stacy; Kim Moody; Steve Collins; 
Chandrika Collins; Kirk Ranson 
Guests: Mari Macomber, city manager; Olivia King and Elizabeth Durst from SIFE; Todd 
Kuhns, city council candidate; Alan Goans, TIF Commission; Gina Morin, Truman State 
University Chamber Staff: Debi Boughton 
 
Roberta Santee called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Jerry Caldwell moved and Chandrika Collins seconded that the minutes be approved as 
corrected (Phil Biston listed on the membership committee).  Motion passes. 
 
City manager, Mari Macomber presented a power point about to DREAM Initiative.  Discussion 
occurred regarding KDICI’s interest in Kirksville DREAM Initiative. Alan Goans, of the TIF 
Commission announced that the TIF Commission wants the KDICI to participate financially. 
 
Mark Whitney made a motion that the KDICI support the DREAM Initiative by giving a total of 
$4500 over a three year period.  Kylene Puckett seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Olivia King and Elizabeth Durst from SIFE (Students In Free Enterprise) gave a presentation of 
their current project.  They have gathered information from the153 businesses in the KDIC 
area.   SIFE is creating a business listing that should be completed by March 9, 2008.  In 
addition SIFE is working on a downtown brochure and advertising plan for downtown 
businesses. 
 
Gina Morin, Vice President of Enrollment from Truman presented information about how the 
number of high school graduates will decrease between the years 2010 and 2014 and the 
number will not increase again until 2025.  She also stated that only 10% of high school 
graduates look for a college in a rural area. 
 
Alan Goans explained that the TIF Commission cannot spend any money on private property.  
If an agreement is reached to remove all the awnings the TIF Commission will go through the 
process to allow the TIF to cover the cost of removal. 
 
Heidi will give a report about the Student Welcome Event at future meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned.  
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