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KIRKSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER . . . 

Mari E. Macomber, City Manager 
April 27, 2016 
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EMPLOYEE BIOMETRIC SCREENINGS 

ROAD TAR TANKS FOR SALE 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 ALCOHOL SALES AT NORTH PARK 

On April 18, 2016, the Council heard a report from City staff regarding the sale of alcohol 
at the North Park Complex. This report was prepared at the direction of the Council in 
response to citizen requests over the last few years. While the Council gave the verbal 
“go ahead” for staff to take the next steps necessary, the sale of alcohol at North Park 
would still have required final review and approval by the Council.  Since April 18, the 
Council and staff have received input from citizens opposed to the sale of alcohol at North 
Park. In addition to a three-page petition signed by 45 individuals, and phone calls from 
the following stating opposition to the sale of alcohol (Betty Jones, Peggy Chow, Ellen 
Gillum, Damon Kizzire, Alfreda James, Rosemary Ford, Margaret Polovich, Louis 
Echemier), there are several emails that were received included with this Newsletter. One 
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resident did state their support for the Police Department, and another thanked the Street 
Division for their work, and another expressed interest in serving the alcohol if it approved. 

SENTIMENTS CONCERNING NORTH PARK BEHAVIOR 

Another sentiment that seemed to ring out loud and clear if you read the online posts was 
that the behavior of the adults was unacceptable. So regardless of alcohol, there were 
many who felt that the behavior of the coaches and some parents was not what it should 
be.  Included with this Newsletter is a nice little sign that we may want to post throughout 
North Park that may or may not get the message across. 

FOUNDERS DAY FRONTIER CELEBRATION AND TOMBSTONE DEDICATION 

The Friends of Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery Committee and City staff have organized a 
Founders Day Frontier Celebration celebrating 174 years of the City of Kirksville! Even 
though this is a City sponsored event, the Special Event Application Form was completed 
and is on Monday evening’s agenda to make sure that we too have addressed all of the 
issues that we expect of others. The Council is strongly encouraged to attend and invite 
anyone else that you can to attend the event! The celebration is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 14, starting at 6:00 pm in the 100 block of East McPherson Street between City Hall 
and the Kirksville Arts Center! There will be a frontier-style meal, live music, dancing, 
vendors, and our first ever bachelor and bachelorette charity auction! Dinner tickets will 
be $15 and must be purchased before May 11. Tickets will be $5 at the gate (dinner not 
included). Attendees will be able to purchase tickets online at 
https://parks.kirksvillecity.com/Default.aspx?id=1  or at the Aquatic Center! Please see 
the flyer for the event attached to this Newsletter.  The next day, on Sunday, May 15, at 
2:00 pm in Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery, the Friends of Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery 
Committee also invites the Council and community to join them for the dedication of 
tombstones for John Roy Musick (author) and wife Augusta, and David Sloan (first 
resident) and wife Mary “Polly” as part of Founders Day activities! See brochure included 
with this Newsletter for more information on this event and the two historic figures. 

K-REDI TOWN HALL 

Kirksville Regional Economic Development Inc. (K-REDI) will be holding their annual 
Town Hall on May 17, 2016, at 5:30 pm in the cafeteria at the Kirksville Senior High School 
at 1300 South Cottage Grove Avenue. The City Manager will be out of town on training 
but will make sure that staff is there to answer any questions that may be asked during 
the Question and Answer period. 

GAO MEETING REGARDING USPS 

The United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) held a in Kirksville on Friday, 
April 29, 2016, at 1:30 pm in the Economic Development Alliance Building. The purpose 
of the meeting was to receive feedback from the Missouri Rural Enterprise & Innovation 
Center (MREIC) on the United States Postal Service (USPS). In addition, to the usual 
community organization representatives, contact was also made with representatives 
from surrounding cities and counties, along with the Northeast Regional Planning 
Commission Director Dave Davidson who attended the meeting. The City and its 
economic development partners are committed to voicing the importance of the USPS to 

https://parks.kirksvillecity.com/Default.aspx?id=1
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the GAO, especially in light of small post office closures across rural America over the 
past decade. 

MML ELECTED OFFICIALS TRAINING 

The Missouri Municipal League is once again providing training for elected officials on 
June 9 and 10, 2016, in Columbia. This is training for all elected officials, not just newly 
elected officials. Conference sessions will emphasize the knowledge base all newly 
elected officials need to govern effectively, such as budgeting, ethics, economic 
development, planning and zoning, and more.  The changes that continually occur in the 
municipal arena make this a Conference that all officials (not only newly elected) should 
consider attending. Please contact City Clerk Vickie Brumbaugh if you wish to attend. 

STATE SENATE DISTRICT 18 LOCAL GOVERNMENT DAY 

State Senator Brian Munzlinger has invited county and municipal officials to his annual 
State Senate District 18 Local Government Day on June 28, 2016, at the Missouri State 
Capitol. The Senator has planned an informative meeting with a variety of state agencies 
that impact local government. More information will follow. Please see the invitation for 
the event attached to this Newsletter. Please contact City Clerk Vickie Brumbaugh if you 
wish to attend. 

TAP FEE INCREASE 

On April 18, 2016, the Council voted to increase water and sewer tap fees to $200 and 
$100 respectively. On the Thursday prior to Council action, a property owner came in to 
make payment for six new water taps.  The price was given to the owner, but City staff 
asked that the payment not be made yet as some paperwork needed to be completed. 
The Council took action on Monday, and then on the following Thursday, City staff called 
and told the owner they could come in and pay and that the price went up. Since we knew 
they had come in before the increase and gave a price and asked that they not pay for 
our convenience, it did not seem right to charge the increased amount.  If the Council is 
agreeable with this, acknowledgement during the Council meeting of this support would 
be acceptable.  In addition to this situation, one contractor did call expressing concern for 
the increase stating that the method used to justify the increase was questionable.  He 
did ask that the City Council consider the percentage increase of things in the future since 
the business license fees had also gone up. It was explained that the business license 
fees had not been increased for 50 years and the tap fees another 8 years. 

CITY LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR FLATS RTP GRANT 

During the April 18, 2016, Council Meeting, the Council agreed to write a letter of support 
for the Forest Lake Area Trail System’s (FLATS) application for Recreational Trail 
Program (RTP) grant funding through the Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
(MoDNR) to construct a portion of the proposed trail. The letter was sent, and FLATS has 
expressed their gratitude for the letter and will keep City staff updated as the application 
move forward. City staff will update the Council as the application moves forward. 
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PUBLIC WORKS SAFETY MEETING 

Representative Todd Foster with the City’s risk management group, Missouri Public Risk 
(MPR), was in town this week. On Wednesday, Mr. Foster conducted a training session 
with all City supervisors, on how to deal with worker injuries when they occur. On 
Thursday, the Public Works Department, along with Parks Maintenance, attended a 
Public Works Safety meeting where Mr. Foster reviewed common accidents and injuries 
and how to avoid them, among other things. These meetings were held as part of a kick-
off event to announce the change in personnel now responsible for the City’s Risk 
Management. Sarah Halstead will be responsible for general liability and property 
damage, while Pat Meredith will be responsible for workers compensation. This change 
was done to free up time of Jeanie Ewing, Finance Supervisor, so she can provide more 
assistance to Finance Director Lacy King. In addition to the training, Mr. Foster toured the 
City park facilities noting appreciation for the work that has been done by the City to 
minimize liabilities. 

MAKE KIRKSVILLE SHINE WEEK 

The Make Kirksville Shine Committee continue to encourage City residents and business 
owners to “Make Kirksville Shine” from April 29 through May 6, 2016. The annual event 
reminds community members to demonstrate their community pride by beautifying and 
cleaning up their respective properties and surrounding area. Other dates for this event 
include June 5 through June 12, 2016, and September 10 through September 17, 2016.  
On April 23, 2016, The Make Kirksville Shine Committee and the City’s Watershed 
Commission held a citywide litter pickup. City staff and Watershed Commission Chair 
Cindy Cooper coordinated the efforts from a booth in front of City Hall from 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm. Three organizations that are already a part of our Adopt-a-Street program 
participated: Alpha Sigma Gamma, Show-Me 4-H, and the Student Public Health 
Association. There were also five first-time volunteer groups. In addition, additional 
groups planned trash pickup for this week. Please see a photograph of the Show-Me 4-
H Club during the event attached to this Newsletter.  In addition to this event, the 
Watershed Commission is reminding citizens to dispose of their prescription medications 
responsibility by using the Adair County Sheriff’s drug drop-off program.  See press 
release in this Newsletter. 

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

Next week is National Small Business Week. The Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce 
is recognizing the week, which runs from May 2 through May 6, 2016 by asking 
businesses to run a discount or sale at their store, submit the information to the Chamber, 
and then the Chamber will help promote the discount via their electronic media.  Whether 
businesses offer any discounts or not, the City encourages everyone to get out and 
support local business.   

NORTHEAST COALITION FOR ROADWAY SAFETY QUARTERLY MEETING 

The Northeast Coalition for Roadway Safety will be holding their quarterly meeting in 
Palmyra on Wednesday, May 4, 2016, at 11:00 am at Hats Restaurant, 7143 Highway 
168, Palmyra. The City Manager will be attending this event and invites any member of 
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the City Council to attend if available. Should any members of the City Council wish to 
attend, please contact City Clerk Vickie Brumbaugh.  There is an RSVP requirement. 

OATS SPRING LUNCHEON 

Adair County OATS is holding their 12th Annual OATS Spring Luncheon on Tuesday, May 
10, 2016, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Adair County Annex Building. The meal is 
$6.00. There will be a raffle and door prizes for those who attend. All the proceeds go 
towards the purchase of new buses. OATS, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 corporation 
providing specialized transportation for thousands of Missourians, including the rural 
general public, senior citizens, and people with disabilities in 87 Missouri counties. Please 
see the flyer for the event attached to this Newsletter. 

KIRKSVILLE ART WALK 

The Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce and the Kirksville Arts Association are once 
again hosting the Kirksville Art Walk on Friday, June 3 from 4 – 6:30 pm in Downtown 
Kirksville. The City participated last year and will do so again. Last year, City employee 
Dale Van Sickle displayed his Native American inspired artwork. This year, Ray Jagger, 
Police Officer and Lake Patrol Officer, has volunteered to share his photography. Ray 
previously worked as the photographer for Truman State University. We look forward to 
seeing his work. Immediately following the Art Walk will be the first “Summer on the 
Square Concert Series” concert on the County Courthouse lawn. 

PROPOSED CDBG PROJECT DENIED 

As last discussed in the March 30, 2016 Council Newsletter, City staff completed a 
preliminary Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Infrastructure application for 
Illinois Street improvement. The selected project was for street and drainage 
improvements on Illinois Street from Marion Street to Elson Street. The proposed 
improvements would have minimized flood impacts to residential and commercial 
properties and street intersections, improve street access, address public safety within 
the street right of way, and improve homeowner property value. City staff recently learned 
that the application was denied in that the City was not invited to submit a full application.  
Nonetheless, City staff have discussed potentially utilizing Surface Transportation 
Program (STP) funds from the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) for the 
project. The City currently has $212,686.09 available in STP funds from MoDOT. 
According to MoDOT, once a design is completed and a good estimate is made, then the 
available funds may be obligated for the project. Please see the full letter from the 
Missouri Department of Economic Development (MoDED) attached to this Newsletter. 

MODOT STP FUNDS 

As last discussed in the April 13, 2016 Council Newsletter, and in the article above, the 
City currently has $212,686.09 available in Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds 
from the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT). The Missouri Highways and 
Transportation Commission (MHTC) is looking to eliminate STP funds. Cities are either 
in one of two categories: Large Urban (Kansas City, Springfield, and St. Louis) or Small 
Urban for cities greater than 5,000 people. Each of these cities receive funding for 
transportation facilities.  The City’s most recent use of the funds has been Osteopathy 

http://epg.modot.mo.gov/index.php?title=136.3_Federal_Aid_Basics#136.3.8.2_Surface_Transportation_Program_.28STP.29_Large_Urban_.E2.80.93_Attributable
http://epg.modot.mo.gov/index.php?title=136.3_Federal_Aid_Basics#136.3.8.3_Surface_Transportation_Program_.28STP.29_Small_Urban_.E2.80.93_Non-Attributable
http://epg.modot.mo.gov/index.php?title=136.3_Federal_Aid_Basics#136.3.8.3_Surface_Transportation_Program_.28STP.29_Small_Urban_.E2.80.93_Non-Attributable
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and Franklin Street. According to MoDOT Area Engineer Amy Crawford, the City can file 
an official response on the importance of this funding for the MHTC’s meeting during the 
first week in May. The Council will be asked to sign a letter sharing concerns with the 
MHTC. 

MODOT LEGISLATION 

There are currently two bills in the Missouri Legislature which would allow the State of 
Missouri to give roads currently maintained by the Missouri Department of Transportation 
(MoDOT) to Missouri counties to maintain. The two bills are SB1140 2016 and HB2032 
2016. The Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission (MHTC) is not promoting 
this legislation, and thus far neither bill has been scheduled for a hearing. City staff will 
update the Council as the Missouri Legislature nears adjournment for the 2016 legislative 
session. 

MISSOURI HIGHWAY FUNDING ADVOCACY 

The Chairman of the Missouri Highway 13 Corridor Coalition, Bill Bernier, has proposed 
forming an alliance of regional highway advocacy organizations across the state to 
advocate for improved funding for our highways. Thus far he has met with a positive 
response. City Manager Mari Macomber recently presented to the Missouri Highway 13 
Corridor Coalition on the success of the US Highway 63 Transportation Corporation’s 
success in working with the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) to complete 
projects. City staff will keep the Council informed as this effort moves forward. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT ELEVATOR 

City staff have been working with KONE Elevator to repair the elevator in the Police 
Station. KONE Elevator recently informed City staff that they could not locate parts for the 
elevator (specifically, the broken wheel that keeps the cab in the tracks). City staff 
contacted the Missouri Stairlift Company of Columbia about possible repairs. They 
informed City staff that the Cheney Lift Company which made the elevator went out of 
business many years ago. The Company that bought Cheney is now also out of 
business.  That Company, when they went out of business, had a parts division that some 
of the employees went together and bought, in order to continue to provide some parts 
and support for the equipment that they had worked on and built, etc. This company says 
they can no longer get these wheels either, so City staff cannot locate parts for this unit. 
City staff have asked Missouri Stairlift to give the City a quotation on removing the old 
elevator and installing a new unit that would be similar to what we have now. They plan 
to make an appointment to do so. At present the most frequent use of this elevator is to 
transport the cleaning cart, trash and recycling. The Police Department uses the elevator 
when an individual they need to finger print, etc. is not able to travel the stairs.  Alternative 
accommodations will be discussed.  Once the price of a new elevator is known we will 
determine cost-benefit of replacing it. 

CITY HALL SIGNAGE 

The new signage that was ordered for City Hall has been installed by the Building 
Maintenance Division. The new signage should make it easier for citizens to navigate City 
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Hall and find the City department they need to speak with. Please see photographs of the 
new signage attached to this Newsletter. 

SWMD GLASS RECYCLING GRANT UPDATE 

As last discussed in the March 16, 2016 Council Newsletter, City staff continue to move 
forward in implementing the Solid Waste Management District (SWMD) Glass Recycling 
Grant. The Engineering Division has finished up the plans and have submitted them to 
the Solid Waste Management District, who needs to now get them to the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources (MoDNR) for review and approval. City staff will update 
the Council as the project moves forward. 

MINI-HOUSES UPDATE 

On August 3, 2015, the City Council approved an ordinance change which allowed the 
construction of mini-houses within the City’s mobile home parks. Since that time no mini-
houses have been constructed. Local contractor Gary Rogers recently confirmed with 
City staff that he will not be constructing any mini-houses. City staff will update the Council 
if and when any contractor expresses an interest in constructing mini-houses. 

MUNICIPAL COURT DIVISION COMPARISON 

As the Missouri State Legislature has focused on the role of municipal governments, and 
specifically municipal police departments and municipal courts, in the context of the 
overall justice system in the wake of Ferguson, you may wonder how the City’s Municipal 
Court Division compares to municipal courts of comparable municipalities. Please see the 
spreadsheet detailing that comparison attached to this Newsletter. 

EMPLOYEE BIOMETRIC SCREENINGS 

The Human Resources Department is approximately six months away from the employee 
biometric screenings, the individual results of which will determine the amount of 
insurance an individual employee pays. Those employees who participated in a biometric 
screening in January or October of 2015, however, are eligible for a free screening that 
is scheduled for May 4, 2016, from 7:00 am to 11:00 am. This is an opportunity for 
employees to check their “numbers” and make any necessary lifestyle changes, if 
possible, in advance of the official biometric screening in October 2016. 

ROAD TAR TANKS FOR SALE 

The City recently tried selling two tanks that were previously used to store road tar and 
are currently located at the Fire Department’s Training Site on West Burton Street. Flyers 
were placed around town with no bidder meeting the requirements. Please see the “For 
Sale” flyer attached to this Newsletter.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

- Possible Signage for North Park 
- OATS Spring Luncheon Flyer 
- Founders Day Frontier Celebration Proposed Flyer 
- State Senate District 18 Local Government Day Invitation 
- Citywide Litter Pick Up Photograph 
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- Alcohol Sales at North Park Citizen Input 
- Proposed CDBG Project Denied Letter 
- City Hall Signage Photographs 
- Municipal Court Division Comparison Spreadsheet 
- Road Tar Tanks For Sale Flyer 
- Kirksville Downtown Improvement Committee Letter 
- Truman State University Orientation and Fall Semester Dates 
- Adair County Humane Society March 2016 Shelter Report 
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Municipality Filed Disposed Pending Filed Disposed Pending Filed Disposed Pending Tickets Amount

Kirksville/Adair 18              20              2                626            562            112            524            489            115            167            2,925$       100,633$           

Maryville/Nodaway 59              60              18              703            811            245            720            682            440            233            2,620$       237,986$           

Hannibal/ Marion 14              10              13              6,738         6,446         3,811         2,188         1,684         2,982         42              -$           1,005,752$        

Mexico/Audrain -             -             -             1,030         1,024         218            160            159            144            275            2,056$       71,702$             

Fulton/Callaway -             -             -             325            334            367            283            272            135            214            4,222$       52,037$             

Moberly/Randolph 20              21              14              551            590            118            407            419            124            -             -$           67,323$             

Warrensburg/Johnson 83              83              279            753            878            2,074         916            852            2,070         207            -$           193,532$           

Sedalia/Pettis 32              34              42              1,148         1,211         1,140         854            1,035         842            -             205$          131,393$           

Washington/Franklin 95              47              164            1,781         1,401         1,101         805            465            1,159         62              -$           188,415$           

Rolla/Phelps 76              58              35              2,112         2,208         542            280            255            204            2,470         27,414$     138,279$           

West Plains/Howell 45              55              58              3,120         2,783         1,840         309            366            363            -             -$           225,670$           

Average 40              35              57              1,717         1,659         1,052         677            607            780            334            219,338$           

Municipal Division, FY 2016 Cases Filed, Disposed, and Pending

*Parking tickets - our number only includes tickets that go through court.  We don't know what other cities do.

Alcohol/Drug Related Traffic Other Traffic Non-Traffic Ordinance

Fines

Parking Tickets* 
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In the month of June, Truman State University will host nearly 4,000 visitors during 
orientation events. The 2016 Summer Orientation events will be held on the following 
days:  

 June 3 

 June 8 

 June 13 

 June 16 

 June 21 

 June 24 

 June 29 
 
Truman State University Fall Semester Important Dates: 

 Aug. 12 & 13-New International Students Arrive on Campus 

 Aug 14 & 15-International Student Orientation 

 Aug. 16-Last Summer Orientation  

 Aug. 17 New Student Move In & Truman Week 

 Aug. 22-Classes begin 

 Sept. 11-Downtown Student Welcome 

 Sept. 24-Visit Event  

 Oct.1-Family Day 

 Oct. 7-National Spirit Day 

 Oct. 13-14-Fall break 

 Oct. 22-Homecoming 

 Nov. 5-Visit Event 

 Nov. 21-25-Thanksgiving Break 

 Dec. 9-Last day of classes 

 Dec. 12-Finals start 

 Dec. 14-Reading Day 

 Dec. 16-Finals end 

 Dec. 17-Commencement 
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