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KIRKSVILLE RECEIVES STORMREADY DESIGNATION 
Kirksville is now the 39th community in Missouri to become a StormReady Community. StormReady  
communities are better prepared to save lives from the onslaught of severe weather through advanced planning, edu-
cation and awareness.  No community is storm proof, but being StormReady can help communities save lives. 
 

StormReady is a nationwide community preparedness program that uses a grassroots approach to help  
communities develop plans to handle all types of severe weather—
from tornadoes to tsunamis.  The program encourages communities 
to take a new, proactive approach to improving local hazardous 
weather operations by providing emergency managers with clear-cut 
guidelines on how to improve their hazardous weather operations. 

USE TAX QUESTION ON NOVEMBER BALLOT  

Residents have long since paid local sales tax on the purchase of vehicles and other licensed 
equipment regardless of where the purchase occurred.  In March of this year this changed and 
cities and counties were informed that the local tax would no longer be collected on out-of-
state purchases unless a local use tax was in place.  
 

This decision has had two negative impacts.  First, it has made an unlevel playing field for our in-state car, truck, motor-
cycle, boat and trailer sales to compete with vendors in neighboring states.  Secondly, it has been a loss of revenue to 
your city and county.  Based on past collections, the loss in revenue to the City is estimated at $142,500 for the first 
year.  To address this, the City Council has placed the matter on the November 6 ballot.   
 

So what is a use tax?  A use tax is a tax that is applied at the same rate as, but instead of, a sales tax on items purchased 
out-of-state by an individual or a business, like vehicles and other licensed equipment that when purchased out of 
state is not charged a sales tax.  This use tax would apply primarily to purchases of vehicles, boats, and trailers 
(excluding farm equipment), as well as, catalog and direct market sales.  
 

How is it collected?  If a vehicle, boat or trailer is purchased from an out-of-state vendor, the tax would be collected at 
the time of licensing.  For other purchases, if the out-of-state vendor has a Missouri location, the vendor will collect the 
tax, and is already collecting the State of Missouri tax.  If the out-of-state vendor does not have a Missouri location, 
then the purchaser would need to file a use tax return with the State, but only if the purchaser has more than $2,000 in 
purchases during the calendar year. 
 

A local use tax for Kirksville would be set at the same rate as the local sales tax rate, which is 2.25%.  If the City’s sales 
tax rate is repealed, reduced or increased by voter approval, then the City’s use tax rate is affected in the same man-
ner.  The loss of tax by the City will affect core city services, including police, fire and street maintenance.  If you have 
questions about this ballot issue, please do not hesitate to contact city hall or a City Councilperson.  The language you’ll 
find on the November ballot is found below. 

QUESTION 
“Shall the City of Kirksville, for the purpose of funding core municipal services including police, fire and street 
maintenance, impose a local use tax for the purchase of tangible personal property from out-of-state vendors at 
the same rate as the local sales tax, currently at a rate of 2.25% provided that, if any local sales tax is repealed, 
reduced or raised by voter approval, the respective local use tax also shall be repealed, reduced or raised by the 
same action?  A use tax return shall not be required to be filed by persons whose purchases from out-of-state ven-
dors do not in total exceed two thousand dollars in any calendar year.” 

YES  [  ]  NO   [  ] 



Kirksville Connection 
City of Kirksville 
201 S. Franklin 
Kirksville, MO  63501 
627-1224 
665-0940 fax 
 
www.kirksvillecity.com 

Page 2 Kirksville Connection 

KIRKSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT URGES KIRKSVILLE RESIDENTS TO  
“HAVE TWO WAYS OUT!” DURING FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, OCTOBER 7-13, 2012 

The Kirksville Fire Department is teaming up with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) during Fire 
Prevention Week, October 7-13, 2012, to urge residents to “Have Two Ways Out!”  This year’s theme focuses on the 
importance of fire escape planning and practice. 
 
Only one-third of Americans have developed and practiced a home fire escape plan. Of the three-quarters of 
Americans who do have an escape plan, less than half actually practice it.  Seconds and minutes can mean the 
difference between life and death.  We want to ensure that Kirksville residents know what to do if a fire breaks out in 
your home. Preparation is an important part of being able to deal with an emergency and it is crucial you take steps to 
prepare your family for the potential of a home fire by having an escape plan and practicing it. 
 
Although preparing for the unexpected is difficult, reviewing the information below and taking action based on it to 
plan for a fire could save lives.  The Kirksville Fire Department recommends the following tips for planning your family’s 
escape: 

 If you have kids, have them help make an escape plan of your home.  Make sure that you practice having 
two ways out.  

 Block one exit one time, then block the other exit the next time you practice the escape route.  
 Practice this throughout the year so every family member is aware of the plan.  Adults and grandparents 

also need to make a plan and practice it. If you have grandkids or relatives 
visiting and staying at your house, practice a fire drill with them also.  Let us serve you: 

Airport           665-5020 
Aquatic Center          627-7665 
Business Licenses          627-1251 
City Manager          627-1225 
Codes/Inspections          627-1272 
Community Service Dir       627-1224 
Economic Development      627-1224 
Engineering          627-1272 
Fire Department          665-3734 
Municipal Court          627-1237 
Parks & Recreation          627-1485 
Police Department          785-6945 
Public Works          627-1291 
Water/Sewer Bills          627-1251 
Veolia Trash Service    800-778-7652 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT OFFERS CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL 
The Annual Children’s Halloween Carnival, sponsored by the Kirksville Parks and  
Recreation Department, will be held on Saturday, October 27, 2—4 pm, at the  
Kirksville Primary School, 1815 E. Hamilton.  The afternoon will be full of free games and 
treats.  The event will feature a special magic show at 3:15 pm. 
 
Be sure to come in your costume!   

***CORRECTION FROM SEPTEMBER EDITION***   
The dates for the ATSU-KCOM's Founder's Day Activities 
were reported incorrectly in the September edition of 
the Kirksville Connection.  The ATSU-KCOM Founder’s 
Day Activities are scheduled for October 25-27. For 
more information, visit www.atsu.edu. 


