
outdoor pool operation due 
to cool weather last summer.   
A significant amount of the 
city’s lost revenue could have 
been saved if the pool had 
been heated and outdoor 
swim allowed. This is consis-
tent with other communities 
that have heated outdoor 
pools. We hope to heat the 
outdoor pool for early/late 
season and morning opera-
tions sometime this season.  
 
The Center is scheduled to 
reopen Saturday, May 28th. 
Come join us and see for 
yourself our new dedication 
to this beautiful facility.   

Major Improvements Underway at the Kirksville Aquatic Center 
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Kirksville’s recreation staff 
moved to the Aquatic Center 
facility late last fall to better 
coordinate the operations of 
the facility and to make the 
best use of available staff.   
 
In January a new Recreation 
Director came on board and 
began by evaluating opera-
tions at the Center. Staff 
have thoroughly reviewed 
the current operating 
environment at the Aquatic 
Center, outlined a plan to 
address problems in 
operations and with the 
facility and explored ways to 
increase attendance.  A plan 
of action was presented to 
the City Council, and they 
a p p r o v e d  s e v e r a l 
i mprovements  to  b e 
completed while the pool is 
closed.   
 
A contractor will be hired to 
paint the indoor pool. With 

this action the pool should 
remain open uninterrupted 
for the next five years.  
 
The locker room and pool 
entrance flooring has failed. 
The concrete is unstable and 
will not hold paint or tile. 
Large sections in the shower 
area have flaked off leaving 
an unsafe and unsanitary 
surface. The floors will be 
ground down and renovated.  
 
A consistent complaint about 
the outdoor pool over the 
years is the water tempera-
ture at the beginning of the 
season and during early 
morning operations. The wa-
ter temperature is too cool 
for lessons, lap swim and 
training in the mornings as 
well as for recreation swim at 
the beginning and end of the 
season.  
 
The center lost 28 days of 

At Your Service 
Aquatic Center       627-7665 

Business Licenses     627-1251 

City Manager         627-1225 

Finance        627-1251 

Fire Department       665-3734 

Municipal Court       627-1237 

Parks & Recreation    627-1485 

Codes/Inspections     627-1272 

Police Department     785-6945 

Pubic Works       627-1291 

Water/Sewer Bills      627-1251 

E-mail:  
asstcitymgr@kirksvillecity.com 
 
On the Web: 
www.kirksvillecity.com 

Come to the Aquatic  
Center this summer and 
meet our new mascot,  

Ferdinand the Frog!   
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 The City of Kirksville’s pub-
lic access cable channel is 
back after being off the air 
for several months. Early 
last fall, the aging equip-
ment that was running Chan-
nel 3 became inoperable.  
The City and CableOne were 
already negotiating their 
cable franchise agreement 
and new equipment for 
Channel 3 was included.  
The City Council adopted the 

new agreement in February 
and the new equipment was 
ordered.  We are getting the 
equipment installed now 
and anticipate having every-
thing back running smoothly 
by April 1.  This means we 
will be ready to once again 
publicize your community 
activities.  Please send your 
request in writing and in-
clude the name of the event, 
the date, time, and location.  

All events posted must be 
open to the public.  Items 
may be e-mailed to  
depclerk@kirksvillecity.com 
or faxed to 660-627-1026.   

Cable Channel 3 is Back! 

Amphitheater Nearing Completion in Rotary Park 

Parks and Rec 
Upcoming Active 
Adult Activities 

 
Murder Mystery Dinner 
Senior Living Campus 

April 14, 7 pm 
 

Self Defense Classes 
April 16, 11:30 am 

 
Day in May Dance 
First Week of May  

 
Memory Lane Matinee 

2nd Tuesday of Every Month 
Downtown Cinema 8 

10 am 
 
For more information about 
these and other great spring 
and summer events for sen-
ior adults, contact the Parks 
and Recreation Office at 
627-1485. 

Onyx Waste System 
Recommends  

Bio-degradable Bags  
 
Effective March 2005, Onyx 
is recommending that yard 
waste be placed in bio-
degradable bags or in 33-
gallon or less cans. Please 
be sure that the bags or 
cans weigh less than 40 
pounds.  Acceptable yard 
waste includes leaves, grass 
and small twigs, and clip-
pings.  Yard waste will be 
collected by a different truck 
than the one that picks up 
your trash, so please be sure 
to separate your bags and/or 
cans.  
 
If you have questions, con-
tact Onyx at 1-800-778-
7652.  Every Vote Counts—Cast Your Ballot on April 5th!  

 

At their February meeting, the Kirksville City 
Council voted to rename Swimming Pool 
Park, Rotary Park.   
 

The Kirksville Rotary Club has had a 50-year 
history with Swimming Pool Park.  The Club 
purchased the land for the park in 1955 and 
then donated it to the City for the construc-
tion of a swimming pool.  The Club also paid 
for an election for citizens to approve the 
issuance of bonds to build the swimming 
pool in the park.   
 

In 2003, the City was awarded a $63,000 
grant from the Missouri Department of Natu-
ral Resources for the construction of a public 
amphitheater in Swimming Pool Park.  Be-
cause a local cash match was required for 
the grant, and the City did not have the fund-
ing available, they were faced with not ac-
cepting the grant funds.   
 

At that same time, the Kirksville Rotary Club  

 

was in the process of identifying a project 
for its centennial celebration.  Since the 
Club had a historical tie to Swimming Pool 
Park, they approached the City to see about 
a partnership to retain the grant funds and 
complete the amphitheater project.  The 
Club raised the funds needed for the cash 
match for the project, the City provided in-
kind support, and with the funds from the 
grant, the project is nearing completion. 
 

Summer programs to be held in the Amphi-
theater are being planned.  

Come and see our children’s 
theater performance of Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory on 
June 30th in the amphitheater in 
Rotary Park. 
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New Faces in the City 

The City of Kirksville recently received a new incident command vehicle.  The 30’ mobile command/communication cen-
ter was funded through a homeland security grant from the Missouri State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA).  
The grant is available to help communities be better prepared for a major event/emergency.  The command vehicle is 
owned by the City, but will be available for training and use by a number of cooperating emergency response agencies.  
  

The command center is mainly intended for incidents that will exceed 4-6 hours in length, have a number of agencies 
responding with a need to coordinate efforts, and when there is loss of life or the potential for loss of life.  The vehicle 
can comfortably accommodate 8-10 command personnel for briefings and other activities. 

City Receives New Incident 
Command Vehicle 

Steve Bell began his duties 
as Recreation Director in 
January.  He provides over-
sight for the Aquatic Cen-
ter, North Park Complex, 
City Parks, and city-wide 
recreation programming.   
  
Steve most recently 
worked for the City of Pella 
in Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services.  He 
brings vast knowledge and 
experience in program and 
facility development and 
growth.   

Martin Cupp began as 
Kirksville’s full-time Airport 
Director in March.  He is 
responsible for daily opera-
tions at the airport, as well 
as government regulations 
and compliance.   
 

Marty most recently served 
as the Chief Flight Instruc-
tor and Airport Manager for 
the Airport in Warrensburg.   
 

Stop by the Airport and 
meet Marty or give him a 
call at 665-5020.   

The City Council’s review, revision and approval of an annual 
budget is the single most important decision made by the 
governing body because this document is the City’s detailed 
plan for allocating its resources.  The annual budget embod-
ies hundreds of personnel, operating, capital replacement, 
and infrastructure improvement decisions. 
 

For the 2005 budget, City Council directive placed priority on 
retaining a 20% restricted reserve in the General Fund, fol-
lowed by the outlay of capital equipment, and finally pro-
grams and operational costs. The General Fund budget re-
flects a 20% restricted reserve, which is money set aside to 
be available for emergencies. The budget includes $618,306 
for the purchase of capital equipment including lease pur-
chase of three squad cars, two-years of the computer seat-
management program, Homeland Security capital, and an 

additional $250,000 to allow for the replacement of capital 
equipment in line with the City’s equipment replacement 
policy. 
 

The 2005 budget reflects a significant improvement for City 
residents due to the closing of the City’s Debt Service Fund.  
This will mean a reduction in the overall property tax levy 
assessed City residents by the City of Kirksville.  The City’s 
debt service property tax levy was approximately $0.15 per 
100 dollars of assessed valuation.   
 

The budget also reflects the completion of the projects re-
quired through the 2001 annexation.  The Wastewater Fund 
includes $1.5 million to complete the sewer work needed.  
The Airport budget includes the completion of the fixed base 
operations building and apron improvements.  The Aquatic 
Center budget includes an additional $77,800 in support 
from the General Fund to complete needed maintenance 
and install a heater for the outdoor pool. 

Summer baseball and softball starts 
soon!  Visit the North Park Complex 
this summer to see youth and adult 
games.   

City Completes Annual Budget 
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